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GUIDELINES 
2021-2022 

 
 

 

 

Disclaimer 

This document is provided for information and does not purport to be complete. While care 

has been taken to ensure content is accurate, we cannot guarantee it is without flaw of any 

kind. There may be errors and omissions, or it may not be wholly appropriate for your 

particular purpose. In addition, the publication is a draft document which is liable to change. 

The City of Perth accepts no responsibility and disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other 

consequence that may arise from you relying on any information contained in this document. 

The final document will be published in due course. 
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Introduction 
 

The City of Perth is committed to supporting initiatives and projects that contribute to the 
community’s vision for Perth to be vibrant, connected and progressive. Through this program the 
City supports others to make the city a great place for people to live, work, visit, study and 
invest. It recognises and respects the vital contribution of community and business in developing 
and delivering projects that contribute to a vibrant and sustainable city.  
 
The objective of the Grants and Sponsorship Program 2021/22 is to support projects and initiatives 
that: 
 

• Attract and facilitate iconic signature events to the city, creating vibrancy that drives 
intrastate, interstate and international visitation, and strategically positions Perth as a city 
that is internationally recognisable, unique and inviting. 

• Contribute to thriving and sustainable cultural, artistic and heritage industries and events 
that encourage locals and visitors to come back for more. 

• Drive utilisation of environmentally sustainable practices to contribute to a city that 
respects, protects and fosters its natural environment. 

• Contribute to a safe and clean city that ensures public places are well patronised and 
enjoyed by all. 

• Support neighbourhoods and community wellbeing through enabling community-led 
projects that address issues on a local level. 

• Have an inclusive approach that embrace youth, seniors, people with disability and people 
from all walks of life. 

• Contribute to the ongoing acknowledgement, recognition and engagement with the 
traditional owners of city lands, the Whadjuk Nyoongar People. 

• Drive strategic investment and development of key industry sectors and increase leisure 
and business tourism visitation. 

• Contribute to a thriving and sustainable local economy through assisting and supporting 
small businesses. 

• Celebrate and enhance neighbourhood character through protecting and conserving 
heritage places. 
 

 
The City’s sponsorship program supports a wide range of activities, projects and programs. High 
quality community, commercial and cultural activity in the city ensures increased activation and 
vibrancy. This supports a clean and friendly city environment and increased feelings of safety and 
security, enhancing the city’s reputation as a great place to be. 
 
The City is committed to working with its community to ensure Perth is an environmentally 
sustainable city. The City welcomes sponsorship applications for events and community-led 
projects that show an appreciation for the environment and actively improve environmental 
performance.  
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The City aims to innovate and collaborate with our cultural sector community and stakeholders to 
position Perth as a destination of choice. Investment in events and other arts and cultural 
activities are critical to ensure Perth is recognised as a vibrant and dynamic capital city that fosters 
an events calendar with widespread appeal. Quick Response Grants to support the events & 
activations and the arts & cultural industries will help to build sector capacity and drive visitation 
into the City’s retail and hospitality precincts.  
 
Community wellbeing in each of the city’s six neighbourhoods is also a core focus of the program, 
as the City recognises that community-led programs build strong and resilient communities and 
can address key issues at a local level to make our city a better place in which to live, work and 
visit. The City aims to support programs which build strong, connected and inclusive communities 
and deliver practical and sustainable outcomes. 
 
Supporting community-led projects and programs that contribute to energy, water and waste 
efficiency will enhance the city’s natural environment and drive sustainable actions across the city. 
 
The City’s economy will be bolstered and diversified through strategic investment in key industry 
sectors which are rapidly evolving in the pandemic and post-pandemic environment, including 
tourism, retail and hospitality, health, property and education. 

 
A comprehensive business support program will assist local businesses to thrive. The Quick 
Response Small Business Grants funding is to support built-form improvement projects, lane-way 
activation and upgrades and precinct improvements, ensuring local businesses can respond to 
immediate needs and opportunities. 
 
The City acknowledges that the retention and conservation of heritage places has an important 
role to play in protecting the environment, celebrating and enhancing character, creating vibrant 
communities and sustaining local economies. Together, the City of Perth and property owners 
must ensure that the valued asset of our heritage is respected and celebrated.  
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The Local Context 

 

The City of Perth is progressing a city neighbourhood place planning and engagement framework, 

in which six distinct city neighbourhoods are defined. The city’s neighbourhoods are Central Perth, 

Northbridge, West Perth, East Perth, Claisebrook and Crawley-Nedlands. Each of these 

neighbourhoods have distinct identities, opportunities and challenges, which this neighbourhood 

approach will work towards addressing. Sponsorship applications should identify where their 

initiative aligns with, or is presented within, one of Perth’s distinct neighbourhoods. 
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Eligibility Criteria 
 

All applications for Grants and Sponsorships with the City of Perth must meet the following 

eligibility criteria. Additional criteria may apply for individual programs and these are listed 

under the relevant section. 

To be eligible to receive sponsorship or grants funding from the City, the applicant must: 

1. have submitted the application prior to the project commencement date with sufficient 
time to enable consideration by the City and Council; 

2. offer a project or initiative within the City of Perth local government area; or if not 
within the City of Perth local government area, the project or initiative demonstrates a 
direct impact on the City of Perth meeting its goals under the Strategic Community 
Plan; and  

3. demonstrate financial viability without the City’s funding (an individual event or project 
may not be viable without the City’s support, however the organisation must be).  

 

The City will not consider applications from:  

• the Commonwealth or State Government Departments; 

• a political party; 

• an applicant that supports, promotes or facilitates violence, intolerance or 
discrimination; 

• an employee or elected members of the City of Perth, or their immediate family;  

• an applicant that has outstanding debts to the City of Perth;  

• an applicant who is in legal conflict with the City of Perth; 

• an applicant that has failed to provide satisfactory acquittal reporting for any previous 
City of Perth funding;  

• an applicant that has already received City of Perth funding (including in-kind) for the 
same project within the same financial year; or 

• an applicant that has already applied for City of Perth funding (including in-kind) for the 
same project within the same financial year and been refused; and  

• an applicant that conducts themselves in a way considered to be injurious or prejudicial 
to the character or interests of the City of Perth.  

 

The City of Perth will not consider applications for the following projects or project expenses:  

• projects where the primary purpose is political; 
• projects that denigrate or exclude parts of the community or have an adverse effect 

on public health, safety, the environment or heritage; and 
• projects that request reimbursement of funds already spent; 
• projects that are for debt reduction or operational deficits; and 
• project legal expenses. 
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The City of Perth will not support recurrent operational funding, including, but not limited to 

wages, salaries, or administrative overheads. Further details on eligibility and requirements can be 

found in the City’s Sponsorship Policy at https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/council/reports-and-

important-documents/policies. 

 

How to Apply 
Applications for grants and sponsorships must be submitted through the City’s approved online 
management portal, SmartyGrants (http://perth.smartygrants.com.au).  
 
Applications can be sourced in different ways, as outlined under the relevant program, including: 

• Funding rounds where the City will advertise for grants and sponsorship, which result in a 
competitive ranking measured against the assessment criteria; 

• Exhaustive funding where the grants or sponsorships are allocated on an ongoing basis, 
provided the application meets the eligibility criteria and minimum standard in addressing 
the assessment criteria, until the budgeted funding is exhausted; or 

• Unsolicited offers where the City receives a request for a grant, sponsorship or donation 
despite not advertising for it through a specific sponsorship program. 
 

More information about grants and sponsorship opportunities offered by the City of Perth is 
available at https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/live-and-work/grants-and-sponsorship.  
 
You are required to discuss your application with a City Sponsorship Officer prior to submission to 
ensure you are applying in the most suitable program. 
 

Unsolicited offers 

Where the City receives an unsolicited offer for a grant or sponsorship, the offer will be referred to 
the Sponsorship team for initial assessment. If the Sponsorship team considers the offer to be 
worthy of further consideration, the organisation will be invited to submit a formal application 
through SmartyGrants. The panel will determine the most suitable program in which to apply.  
 
All matched funded applications over $150,000 will be invited to submit an application once an 
appropriate program has been determined by the Sponsorship team. 
 
Unsolicited offers must not have been able to be lodged during a funding round and must bring 
extraordinary benefits and opportunities to the City. 
 
The City of Perth is committed to supporting projects and initiatives which have a strong alignment 
with the City’s strategic direction. Projects supported as unsolicited offers will directly assist the 
City in meeting one or more of the goals identified in the City’s Strategic Community Plan.  
 

Assessment Process 
Applications will be assessed against the assessment criteria outlined under the relevant program.  
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Applications are assessed by a minimum two-person assessment panel, which may recommend 
full, part or no funding to the decision-making authority (generally City of Perth Council). The 
recommendation is carefully considered with the view of maintaining the integrity of the proposal.  
 
Where applicable, applications will be assessed in a competitive environment (funding round) 
against other applications received in the relevant program. The City of Perth regularly receives 
more funding applications than the available budget can accommodate. Therefore, successful 
applications are those that best satisfy the assessment criteria.  
 
The City of Perth reserves the right to request further information in considering any application, 
as well as the right to reject any application that does not meet the eligibility criteria.  
 
The City of Perth must comply with the Local Government Act regarding making information 
available to the public. An assessment of your application will form part of the Council Report 
which is made publicly available on the City of Perth website and subject to potential Freedom of 
Information (FOI) requests. Please make it known to the Sponsorship Officer if information 
provided in your application is commercially sensitive to protect trade secrets, information that 
has commercial value, or information about the business, professional, commercial or financial 
affairs of a person, so this information can be treated as Commercial-in-Confidence.  
 

Decisions and Notifications 
Applications may be accepted or rejected and the decision is final and not subject to any further 
appeal. 
 
Applications requesting $10,000 or less will be approved by the City administration and 
applications requesting more than $10,000 will be approved by Council. 
 
Allow for 8 weeks to be notified of a decision for Quick Response Grants and up to 4 months to be 
notified of a decision under all other grants and sponsorship programs. 
 

Funding Agreements 
Successful applicants for grants and sponsorships must enter into a written funding agreement 
with the City before any funding is provided to the successful applicant. 
 

Funding Term 
Grants and sponsorships will have a one-year funding term unless otherwise approved by Council. 
The maximum funding term is currently three years, awarded at the discretion of Council and 
dependent on the quality of the application, satisfaction of assessment criteria and the strategic 
outcomes likely to be achieved. 
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Acquittal Process 
Successful applicants will be required to submit an acquittal report through SmartyGrants within 
three months of project completion. All grants and sponsorships must be acquitted prior to a 
decision being made on a subsequent application for funding. Acquittal reports will be considered 
as part of future funding applications. Sponsored organisations with multi-year agreements must 
acquit funds annually. 
 

Five Year Review 
After five consecutive years of funding provided to commercial organisations under the Event 

Sponsorship program and Economic Development Sponsorship programs, a strategic review will 

be undertaken. The purpose of this review is to assess how the sponsorship has progressed, the 

financial sustainability and viability of the initiative, and whether it is still meeting objectives 

outlined in the Strategic Community Plan. 
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Program Overview 

 Summary May be suitable 
for you if you are 
a… 

Program dates 

Major Events & Festivals    

Major Events & Festivals 
Sponsorship 
 

Sponsorship to support large- 
scale events of national 
significance. A Major Event or 
Festival which generates 
significant economic, social 
and community benefits for 
Perth city (benchmarked 
against previously supported 
major events and festivals). 
 

Major Event 
Organisation 
(MEO) /ruling 
body for 
national and 
international 
events, or 
event 
organiser. 
 

Opens 15 June 
2021 
Apply any time via 
an expression of 
interest. 
 

Events & Activation     

Event and Activation 
Quick Response Grants 

Grants of up to $10,000 to 
support events and activations 
in the city to encourage 
vibrancy, local business 
support and community 
connection. 
Initiatives should align with 

the timing of the City’s Events 

and Activation Campaigns 

where possible. Community 
group or event 
organiser. 
 

Opens 6 July 2021 
Apply anytime 
until budget is 
exhausted 

Event Sponsorship Sponsorship over $10,000 to 
support medium/large scale 
events that contribute to a 
vibrant and diverse annual 
calendar of events in Perth.  
Initiatives should align with 
the timing of the City’s Events 
and Activation Campaigns 
where possible. 

Two Rounds Per 
Year: 
Round 1  
Opens 9 March 
2021 
Closes 30 March 
2021 
Round 2 
Opens 10 August 
2021 
Closes 31 August 
2021 

Arts & Culture    

Arts & Culture Quick 
Response Grants 

Grants of up to $10,000 to 
support grassroots arts and 
cultural activity and projects 
which lead to opportunities 
for local artists, and arts & 
cultural engagement in the 
city. 

Individual arts 
practitioner, 
community 
group or 
organisation 
that identify 
arts as their 

Opens 6 July 2021 
Apply anytime 
until budget is 
exhausted 
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Initiatives should align with 
the timing of the City’s Events 
and Activation Campaigns 
where possible. 

primary 
purpose. 
 

Arts Grants Grants over $10,000 up to 
$20,000 to support a wide 
variety of art forms which 
encourage broad community 
participation and cultural 
engagement, celebrate 
inclusion and connect people 
through arts and cultural 
experiences in Perth.  
Initiatives should align with 
the timing of the City’s Events 
and Activation Campaigns 
where possible. 
 

Annual Funding 
Round:  
Opens 20 July 
2021 
Closes 17 August 
2021 

Arts Sponsorship Sponsorship over $20,000 to 
support a wide variety of art 
forms and cultural 
experiences in Perth, which 
encourage broad community 
participation, increase cultural 
engagement, celebrate 
inclusion and connect people. 

Annual Funding 
Round: 
Opens 23 March 
2021 
Closes 27 April 
2021 

Neighbourhood Heroes 

Program (working title) 

   

Neighbourhood Heroes 
Program (working title) 

Grants of up to $20,000 to 
support community-led 
projects and programs to help 
build strong, connected and 
resilient neighbourhoods and 
address key issues at a local 
level.* 
*Program details TBD in 
consultation with the 
community and 
neighbourhood groups. 

Individuals, 
not-for-profits, 
community 
groups, 
neighbourhood 
groups, social 
enterprise or a 
business. 

July 2021 (TBC) 

Sustainable Community Grants 

Sustainable Community 
Grants 

Grants of up to $20,000 
(matched funded) to support 
community-led projects and 
programs that contribute to 
sustainable outcomes such as 
energy, water and waste 
efficiency and green 
environments. 

Individuals, 
not-for-profits, 
community 
groups, 
neighbourhood 
groups, social 
enterprise or a 
business. 

Opens 3 August 
2021 
Apply anytime 
until the budget is 
exhausted. 
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Environmentally sustainable 
projects on private property 
and/or for public benefit are 
encouraged. 
 

Business Support and Economic Development  

Small Business Grants Grants up to $5,000 to assist 
small businesses develop, 
adapt and grow. 
 

Small business 
in the City of 
Perth with 
fewer than 20 
employees or a 
maximum 
annual 
turnover of 
$10million. 

Opens 13 July 
2021 
Apply anytime 
until budget is 
exhausted 

Business Improvement 
Grants 

Grants up to $20,000 
(matched funded) for 
businesses to support capital 
works, improvements or 
enhancements that would 
benefit the broader Perth 
community. 

Property 
owner or 
business 
operator in the 
City of Perth 
local 
government 
area. 

Annual Funding 
Round: 
Opens 15 June 
2021 
Closes 27 July 
2021 

Economic Development 
Sponsorship 

Sponsorship over $4,000 to 
support projects which drive 
growth in a key economic 
sector through investment 
attraction, international 
business development, sector 
collaboration or capacity 
building. 

Proposing a 
project or 
initiative which 
would 
promote the 
economic 
development 
of a key sector 
in the City of 
Perth. 

Opens 22 June 
2021  
Apply anytime 
until budget is 
exhausted 

Heritage Grants    

Heritage Grants Grants up to $90,000 to 
support, assist and encourage 
owners to conserve and 
continue the active use of 
heritage places.  

Owner of a 
rateable 
heritage listed 
property 
located within 
the City of 
Perth local 
government 
area. 

Two Rounds Per 
Year: 
Round 1  
Opens 1 July 2021 
Closes  
1 September 2021 
Round 2  
Opens 1 January 
2022 
Closes 1 March 
2022 

Venue Support Grants    
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Venue Support Grants Grants up to $7,500 in-kind to 
support community use of City 
managed venues and spaces. 

Not-for-profit, 
social 
enterprise or 
community 
group, not 
seeking any 
cash (in-kind 
support only). 

Opens 3 August 
2021 
Apply anytime 
until budget is 
exhausted 
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Major Events and Festivals 
  
Major cultural events, sporting events, and festivals attract visitors and tourists and raise the 
profile of Perth as a Capital City; a city that is internationally recognisable, unique and inviting.  
 
Through the Major Events and Festivals sponsorship, the City supports events which enhance 
Perth’s local, national and international reputation as a major events destination. Sponsorship is 
available for organisations delivering large-scale events of national and international significance. 
A Major Event or Festival is an event which generates significant economic, social and community 
benefits for Perth city, benchmarked against initiatives that have been previously supported under 
the program. 
 
Events will: 

• Be regular anchor events, that generate significant return on investment and visitation 
outcomes; or 

• Be one-off major events that generate significant economic impact and enhance the Perth 
brand and reputation; and 

• Provide significant sponsorship benefits in recognition of the City’s support; and 

• Directly assist the City in meeting multiple goals identified in its Strategic Community Plan.  
 

This year, the City will be favouring applications that align with its events and activations 
campaigns. These will be occurring in January, Autumn and Winter 2022. Details can be found in 
the City’s 2021/22 Events and Activation Plan (hyperlink when approved by Council). Further 
details on each campaign will be posted in due course. 
 

Eligibility 

To be eligible to receive a Major Events and Festivals Sponsorship, applicants must meet all the 
Eligibility Criteria outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity or individual with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or be 
under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; and 

• have appropriate insurances and licences where required, as outlined under the City’s 
Activity Approvals or other relevant policies and procedures. 

 

Key Dates 
The City of Perth will accept applications for Major Events and Festivals Sponsorship at any time 
via an expression of interest (EOI). 
 
Applicants may submit an EOI at any time throughout the year, but applications must be 
submitted at least six months prior to the commencement of the activity.  
 

Funding Levels Available 

Funding will be provided based on the scale, impact and significance of the event. Please discuss 
your proposed sponsorship request with a Sponsorship Officer. 
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Funding requests may include cash or in-kind support or a combination thereof. In-kind support is 
for the use of the City’s facilities and services. In-kind support will be considered within the totality 
of funds provided and will be awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth. 
 

Maximum Contribution 

The maximum contribution of sponsorship provided by the City of Perth cannot exceed 30% of the 
total event or project budget.  
 

Assessment Criteria 

Applications for Major Event and Festivals Sponsorship will be assessed against the extent to 

which the project can demonstrate strong alignment with the following criteria: 

 

Essential Criteria 

Prestige and Significance 

• How does the event demonstrate prestige and significance, through the quality and status 
of competitors / performers / artists, participants, sponsors, media and involvement or 
endorsement from international federations and organisations? 

• To what extent does the event enhance the city’s reputation, raise the profile of Perth and 
position it as a Capital City that is internationally recognisable, unique and inviting? 

 

Economic Impact and Attendance 

• Does the event have a proven track record of attracting a large local, national and 
international audience into the central city and surrounds, or have the capacity to do so? 

• To what extent does the event demonstrate significant direct economic benefit to the city’s 
economy? (A comprehensive economic impact assessment must be included as part of the 
sponsorship application). 

• Does the event stimulate the local economy by proactively engaging with local businesses?  

 
Media Impact 

• Does the event have a proven track record of attracting significant mainstream media 
coverage, or have the potential to do so? (Demonstrated media coverage that drives 
awareness of Perth as a tourism destination, on a local, national and international platform 
will be assessed favourably). 

 
Community Involvement 

• Does the event encourage the participation of the broader community? 

• To what extent does the event activate the city with vibrant activity, prioritising public 

spaces? 

• Does the event offer the City’s residents and visitors with a unique or new experience that 
compliments the existing offering within the City? 

• To what extent does the event celebrate the diversity of Perth and demonstrate an 

inclusive approach? 

• To what extent does the event celebrate Aboriginal culture? 
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Environmental Sustainability 

• To what extent are environmental and sustainable practices integrated into the event? 

 

Alignment with the City’s Events and Activations Campaign 

• To what extent does the event align with the timing of a City of Perth Events and Activation 

Campaign? 

• To what extent does the event align with the theme and cultural focus of the relevant City 

of Perth Events and Activation Campaign? 

 

COVID-19 Risk Mitigation 

• What measures are in place to ensure the health and safety of attendees and staff at the 

event?  

• What is your contingency plan should restrictions on large gatherings be enforced at the 

time of your event? 

 

Event Delivery 

• Does the applicant have a demonstrated capacity to manage all aspects of the event? 

• Does the event demonstrate financial viability through evidence of significant support from 

other government agencies, business or community organisations? (Applicants will need to 

demonstrate confirmed or potential support from other government agencies or corporate 

sponsors).  

• Does the event offer a significant level of sponsorship benefits to the City? 
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Events & Activation 
 
Investment in events is critical to re-invent Perth as an event destination and revive Perth as a 
destination of choice in which to visit, live, play, work, invest or study. The City has developed two 
funding programs for the events sector; Event & Activation Quick Response Grants and Event 
Sponsorship, which will help build capacity within the sector, with the aim of creating a perception 
of Perth as an event destination that attracts visitors and event organisers alike. 
 
Please contact a Sponsorship Officer before commencing your application to ensure you are 
applying in the correct program. 
 

Events & Activation Quick Response 
Grants 
 
Events and activation are critical in welcoming and attracting people to the city. Through the 
Events & Activation Quick Response Grants, the City will provide up to $10,000 in funding to 
events and activations that have widespread appeal and create a sense of community, create 
vibrancy within the city, encourage people to support local businesses, and enhance the city’s 
reputation as a great place to be. 
 
The City will be favouring applications that align with its events and activations campaigns. These 
will be occurring in January, Autumn and Winter 2022. Details can be found in the City’s 2021/22 
Events and Activation Plan (hyperlink when approved by Council). Further details on each 
campaign will be posted in due course. 
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive an Events & Activation Quick response Grant from the City, applicants 
must meet all the Eligibility Criteria outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity or individual with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or be 
under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; and 

• have appropriate insurances and licences where required, as outlined under the City’s 
Activity Approvals or other relevant policies and procedures. 

 
Under this program, only applications for temporary activations will be considered. The City will 
not support activations which consist of permanent installations. 
 

Key Dates 
The City of Perth will accept applications for Events & Activation Quick Response Grants at any 
time, however decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis in line with budget and strategic 
priorities.  
 



19 
 

Applicants are required to apply at a minimum of 8 weeks prior to the start of their event and 
must provide a public outcome before 30 June 2022.  
 

Event Approvals Requirements 
Applicants must ensure that they have lodged an event application to the City of Perth’s Activity 
Approvals team for the proposed event prior to commencing an Events & Activation Quick 
Response Grant application.  
 
Assessment Process 
Applications will be assessed by the City on a case-by-case basis. Applications will be assessed 
against the assessment criteria and successful applications are those that best satisfy the 
assessment criteria.  
 

Funding Levels Available 
Grants of up to $10,000 (excluding GST) are available.  
 
Funding requests may include cash or in-kind support or a combination thereof. In-kind support is 
for the use of the City’s facilities and services. In-kind support will be considered within the totality 
of funds provided and will be awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth. 
 
This grant operates as exhaustive funding, and the City reserves the right to close the program 
once the available budget has been expended.  
 

Maximum Contribution 
The maximum contribution of grant funding provided by the City of Perth is 100% of the total 
event or project cost (within the funding limit of $10,000).  
 

Assessment Criteria 
Eligible applicants for Events & Activation Quick Response Grants will be assessed against the 
extent to which the applicant can address the following criteria: 
 
Essential Criteria 
(Address 2 of the essential criteria) 

• To what extent does the event or activation activate the city with vibrant activity, 
prioritising public spaces? 

• Does the event or activation stimulate the local economy and provide opportunities for 
engagement with local businesses? 

• To what extent does the event enhance the city’s reputation and position Perth as a great 
place to be? 

• How does the event help encourage a sense of community, provide opportunities for the 
community to connect and strengthen social cohesion? 
 

Mandatory Criteria 

• To what extent does the event align with the timing of a City of Perth Events and Activation 

Campaign? 
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• To what extent does the event align with the theme and cultural focus of the relevant City 

of Perth Events and Activation Campaign? 

• To what extent are environmental and sustainable practices integrated into the event? 

• To what extent does the event or activation create feelings of safety and security in the 
city? 

• To what extent does the event celebrate the diversity of Perth and demonstrate an 
inclusive approach? 

• To what extent does the event celebrate Aboriginal culture? 

 
COVID-19 Risk Mitigation 

• What measures are in place to ensure the health and safety of attendees and staff at the 
event or activation?  

• What is your contingency plan should restrictions on large gatherings be enforced at the 
time of your event or activation? 

 

Event Delivery  

• Does the applicant have a demonstrated capacity to manage all aspects of the project? 

• Is the project plan and budget realistic and value for money? 
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Event Sponsorship 
 
The City of Perth recognises the importance of a diverse events calendar that delivers social and 
economic benefits to support our aspiration to be vibrant, connected and progressive city. 
 
The City’s Strategic Community Plan includes the objective for a safe, activated and welcoming 
City that celebrates its diversity and sense of community, providing a unique educational, cultural, 
sporting and lifestyle offer. 
 
To contribute to this vision, the City supports events that attract increased visitation, encourage 
broad community participation and create activation of city spaces for residents and visitors to 
enjoy. The City encourages applications from events that actively engage local businesses and 
promote new economic and tourism opportunities. 
 
This year, for Events Round Two, the City will be favouring applications that align with its events 
and activations campaigns. These will be occurring in January, Autumn and Winter 2022. Details 
can be found in the City’s 2021/22 Events and Activation Plan (hyperlink when approved by 
Council). Further details on each campaign will be posted when the round opens in August 2021. 
 
The City of Perth offers two streams of Event Sponsorship; Community Stream and Commercial 
Stream. Please contact a Sponsorship Officer before commencing your application to determine 
the appropriate stream for your event. 
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive an Event Sponsorship, applicants must meet all of the Eligibility Criteria 
outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity or individual with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or be 
under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; and 

• have appropriate insurances and licences where required, as outlined under the City’s 
Activity Approvals or other relevant policies and procedures. 

 

Key Dates 
The City provides two opportunities to apply for Event Sponsorship each Financial Year. 
Applications must provide a public outcome within the specified timeframe below.  
 

ROUND 1 ROUND 2 

For activities between 
1 July 2021 - 28 February 2022 
 
Applications open 
9 March 2021 
 
Application deadline 
30 March 2021, 4pm AWST 
 

For activities between 
1 January 2022 – 31 August 2022 
 
Applications open 
10 August 2021 
 
Application deadline 
31 August 2021, 4pm AWST 
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Notification of decision 
30 June 2021 
  

Notification of decision 
22 December 2021 
 

 

Event Approvals Requirements 

Applicants must ensure that they have lodged an event application to the City of Perth’s Activity 
Approvals team for the proposed event prior to commencing an Event Sponsorship application.  

 
Assessment Process 
Applications will be assessed in a competitive environment (funding round) against other 
applications received in this program. Applications are assessed by a minimum three-person 
assessment panel, which may recommend full, part or no funding to Council. Successful 
applications are those that best satisfy the assessment criteria. 

 
Funding Levels Available 
Sponsorship over $10,000 (excluding GST) is available.  
 
Funding requests may include cash or in-kind support or a combination thereof. In-kind support is 
for the use of the City’s facilities and services. In-kind support will be considered within the totality 
of funds provided and will be awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth. 
 

Maximum Contribution 
The maximum contribution of sponsorship funding provided by the City of Perth cannot exceed 
30% of the total event or project cost.  
 
 

COMMUNITY STREAM COMMERICAL STREAM 

 
Community Event Sponsorships are 
typically managed by not-for-profit and 
community-based member-organisations. 
 
The events are widely accessible to the 
public and maintain a core focus on free 
programming that enlivens and activates 
the city. Events provide opportunities for 
the community to connect and often 
celebrate important cultural traditions and 
milestones and actively engage and support 
Perth’s diverse communities. 
 
Community Event Sponsorships help to 
support events that celebrate the spirit of a 
community, provide opportunities for 
active community participation, help build 
opportunities to share cultural experiences 
with a wider public, and create vibrant and 
resilient communities. 

 
Commercial Event Sponsorships are 
typically managed under a commercial 
structure, with revenue generated through 
commercial sponsorships, ticket sales and 
other income streams. 
 
The program supports events which 
activate and enliven the city and are 
reasonably priced to attend. These events 
should enhance Perth’s reputation on a 
local and state level, encourage increased 
visitation and deliver increased economic 
benefits to the City’s stakeholders, with 
opportunities for local businesses to 
leverage the event. 
 
Sponsorship benefits provided in 
recognition of the City’s support can 
include commercial leverage, promotion, 
activation or exposure. 
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Assessment Criteria 
$10,000 - $20,000  
(Address 3 of the essential criteria) 
Over $20,000 
(Address ALL of the essential criteria) 
 
Essential Criteria 

• How does the event help encourage 
a sense of community, provide 
opportunities for the community to 
connect and strengthen social 
cohesion? 

• To what extent does the event 
enhance the city’s reputation and 
position Perth as a great place to 
be? 

• To what extent does the event 
activate the city with vibrant 
activity, prioritising public spaces? 

• Does the event stimulate the local 
economy and provide opportunities 
for engagement with local 
businesses? 
 

Assessment Criteria 
$10,000 - $20,000  
(Address 3 of the essential criteria) 
Over $20,000 
(Address ALL of the essential criteria) 
 
Essential Criteria 

• Does the event encourage the 
participation of the broader 
community? 

• To what extent does the event 
enhance the city’s reputation, raise 
the profile of Perth and position it 
as a Capital City that is 
internationally recognisable, unique 
and inviting? 

• Does the event contribute to a 
unique tourism offering for local, 
national and international 
audiences? 

• To what extent does the event 
activate the city with vibrant 
activity, prioritising public spaces? 

• Does the event stimulate the local 
economy and provide opportunities 
for engagement with local 
businesses? 

 

The following assessment criteria apply to both Community and Commercial Event 
Sponsorships 
 
Mandatory Criteria 

• To what extent does the event align with the timing of a City of Perth Events and 
Activation Campaign? 

• To what extent does the event align with the theme and cultural focus of the 
relevant City of Perth Events and Activation Campaign? 

• To what extent does the event celebrate the diversity of Perth and demonstrate 
an inclusive approach? 

• To what extent are environmental and sustainable practices integrated into the 
event? 

• To what extent does the event create feelings of safety and security in the city? 

• To what extent does the event celebrate Aboriginal culture? 
 
COVID-19 Risk Mitigation 

• What measures are in place to ensure the health and safety of attendees and staff 
at the event?  
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• What is your contingency plan should restrictions on large gatherings be enforced 
at the time of your event? 

 
Event Delivery  

• Does the applicant have a demonstrated capacity to manage all aspects of the 
project? 

• Does the event demonstrate financial viability through evidence of support from 
other government agencies, business or community organisations? 

• What is the level and value of sponsorship benefits provided to the City? 
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ARTS & CULTURE  

 
Investment in the arts is pivotal to the cultural enrichment and economic diversity of our City. 
The City’s Strategic Community Plan states the importance of thriving and sustainable cultural, 
artistic and heritage industries, activities and events that encourage locals and visitors to come 
back for more. 
 
The City has developed three funding programs for the arts and culture sector; Arts & Culture 
Quick Response Grants, Arts Grants and Arts Sponsorship, which will contribute to this vision - a 
city that supports arts and other cultural experiences that attract increased visitation and activate 
City spaces for residents. 
 
The City seeks to support arts and cultural activities that encourage broad community 
participation and cultural engagement, celebrate inclusion, increases appreciation of cultural 
diversity within the community and connects people to shared cultural heritage. 
 
The City’s commitment to championing artists represents a strategic investment in the 
development of the local arts sector, providing professional development opportunities for local 
artists, supporting them to live and work in the City and to contribute to strengthening the City’s 
creative economy, and that of the wider region. 
 

Arts & Culture Quick Response Grants 
 
Through the Arts & Culture Quick Response Grants, the City will rapidly provide up to $10,000 in 
funding to activities and projects that support delivery of arts programming to the public and 
capacity building for the arts and cultural sector. 
 
Arts & Culture Quick Response Grants are accessible to a wide range of applicants and support a 
broad variety of art forms, creative production and cultural practice, including but not limited to; 
theatre, dance, film photography, music, visual arts and multi-disciplinary initiatives realised 
through research outcomes, professional development, performance seasons, arts industry 
events, exhibitions, festivals and community art projects. 
 
The City of Perth offers two streams of Arts and Culture Quick Response Grants: Capacity Building 
Stream and Arts & Cultural Experiences Stream. Please contact a Sponsorship Officer before 
commencing your application to determine the appropriate stream for your activity. 
 
Under the Cultural Experience Stream, the City will be favouring applications that align with its 
events and activations campaigns. These will be occurring in January, Autumn and Winter 2022. 
Details can be found in the City’s 2021/22 Events and Activation Plan (hyperlink when approved by 
Council). Further details on each campaign will be posted in due course. 
 

Eligibility 
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To be eligible to receive an Arts & Culture Quick response Grant from the City, applicants must 
meet all the Eligibility Criteria outlined on page 7 of these guidelines.  

 

In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity or individual with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or be 
under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; and 

• have appropriate insurances and licences where required, as outlined under the City’s 
Activity Approvals or other relevant policies and procedures. 

 
Types of Projects Not Supported: 

• Fundraising initiatives. 
 
Types of Expenditure Not Supported: 

• Capital expenditure such as the purchase or lease of real estate, building, renovation, 
repair or maintenance of private buildings or purchase of major equipment or material 
goods such as office furniture, computers or infrastructure that could be relocated; and 

• Interstate and overseas travel expenses. 
 

Key Dates 
The City of Perth will accept applications for Arts & Culture Quick Response Grants at any time, 
however decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis in line with budget and strategic priorities.  
 
Applicants are required to apply at a minimum of 8 weeks prior to the start of their project and 
must provide a public outcome before 30 June 2022 for the Arts and Cultural Experiences Stream.  
 

Event Approvals Requirements 

Applicants must ensure that they have lodged an event application (where applicable) to the City 
of Perth’s Activity Approvals team for the proposed project prior to commencing an Arts & Culture 
Quick Response Grant application.  

 
Assessment Process 
Applications will be assessed by the City on a case-by-case basis. Applications will be assessed 
against the assessment criteria and successful applications are those that best satisfy the 
assessment criteria.  
 

Funding Levels Available 
Grants of up to $10,000 (excluding GST) are available.  
 
Funding requests may include cash or in-kind support or a combination thereof. In-kind support is 
for the use of the City’s facilities and services. In-kind support will be considered within the totality 
of funds provided and will be awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth. 
 
This grant operates as exhaustive funding, and the City reserves the right to close the program 
once the available budget has been expended.  
 

Maximum Contribution 



27 
 

The maximum contribution of grant funding provided by the City of Perth is 100% of the total 
project cost (within the funding limit of $10,000).  
 

Assessment Criteria 
Eligible applicants for Arts & Culture Quick Response Grants will be assessed against the extent to 
which the applicant can address the following criteria: 
 

CAPACITY BUILDING STREAM ARTS AND CULTURAL EXPERIENCES STREAM 

This stream aims to: 
Create 
Support creative practitioners to undertake 
sustained periods of intensive creative 
development, production, research and/or 
experimentation. 
 
Diversify 
Support and develop business ideas which will 
diversify artists’ and creative organisations’ 
income streams and lead to long term financial 
sustainability. 
 
Develop 
Support development of the local arts and 
cultural sector through the provision of 
professional development opportunities such 
as skills development, networking, connection 
and/or collaboration. 
 

This stream aims to: 
Access 
Support activity which encourages broad 
community participation and cultural 
engagement, celebrates inclusion and where 
people are connected through arts and 
cultural experiences. 
 
Experience 
Support arts and other cultural 
experiences that attract increased visitation 
and where arts and culture create activation of 
City spaces for residents and visitors to 
experience. 
 
 

Essential Assessment Criteria 

 
Alignment to Arts & Culture Objectives 

• Does the project demonstrate 
alignment with at least two of the key 
program objectives (CREATE, DIVERSIFY 
and DEVELOP) as listed above, within 
the City of Perth local government 
area? 
 

Cultural Impact 

• What are the outcomes and impact of 
the proposed project or activity on the 
local arts sector and creative economy 
within the City of Perth local 
government area? 

• How does the project demonstrate 
artistic excellence? 

 
 

Essential Assessment Criteria  
(address 3 of the essential criteria) 
 

• How does the project demonstrate 
artistic excellence? 

• How does the project deliver arts 
activity that represents Perth’s unique 
cultural identity? 

• How does the project help encourage a 
sense of community and inclusion, 
provide opportunities for the 
community to participate in cultural life 
and increase vibrancy within the city 
and its neighbourhoods? 

• Does the project support the local arts 
economy and sector? 

• To what extent are environmental and 
sustainable practices integrated into 
the project? 
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Unlike other Arts and Cultural funding programs offered 
by the City of Perth, it is not essential for a project in the 
Capacity Building Stream to result in a publicly 
accessible performance or exhibition outcome (although 
this is still welcomed). All applicants, however, must 
clearly articulate the outcomes and impact of the 
proposed project or activity on the local arts sector and 
creative economy within the City of Perth local 
government area. 

 

• To what extent does the project 
celebrate Aboriginal culture? 
 

Mandatory Criteria 

• To what extent does the project align 
with the timing of a City of Perth 
Events and Activation Campaign? 

• To what extent does the project align 
with the theme and cultural focus of 
the relevant City of Perth Events and 
Activation Campaign? 

 
COVID-19 Risk Mitigation Criteria 

• What measures are in place to ensure 
the health and safety of attendees and 
staff at the program or activity?  

• What is your contingency plan should 
restrictions on large gatherings be 
enforced at the time of your program 
or activity? 

 
The following assessment criteria apply to both the Capacity Building Stream and the Arts and 

Cultural Experiences Stream.  

Project Delivery 

• Does the applicant have a demonstrated capacity to manage all aspects of the project? 

• Is the project plan and budget realistic and value for money and is there evidence of other 
sources of funding? 
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Arts Grants 
 
Arts Grants are accessible to a wide range of applicants and support a broad variety of art forms 
and creative cultural practice including, but not limited to; theatre, performance seasons, arts 
industry events, exhibitions, festivals, film, photography, music, visual arts multi-disciplinary and 
community arts projects. 
 
Through Arts Grants, funding is provided to activities and projects that support delivery of arts 
programming to the public. 
 
The City will be favouring applications that align with its events and activations campaigns. These 
will be occurring in January, Autumn and Winter 2022. Details can be found in the City’s 2021/22 
Events and Activation Plan (hyperlink when approved by Council). Further details on each 
campaign will be posted in due course. 
 
Please contact a Sponsorship Officer before commencing your application to determine the 
appropriate stream for your activity. 
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive an Arts Grant, applicants must meet all of the Eligibility Criteria outlined 
on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity or individual with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or be 
under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; and 

• Formally identify arts as their primary purpose; 

• have appropriate insurances and licences where required, as outlined under the City’s 
Activity Approvals or other relevant policies and procedures. 

 
Types of Projects Not Supported: 

• Fundraising initiatives. 
 
Types of Expenditure Not Supported: 

• Capital expenditure such as the purchase or lease of real estate, building, renovation, 
repair or maintenance of private buildings or purchase of major equipment or material 
goods such as office furniture, computers or infrastructure that could be relocated; and 

• Interstate and overseas travel expenses. 
 

Key Dates 
The City provides one opportunity to apply for Arts Grants each Financial Year. Applications must 
provide a public outcome within the specified timeframe.  
 

Annual Funding Round 

For activities between 
31 December 2021 - 31 December 2022 
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Applications open 
20 July 2021 
 
Application deadline 
17 August 2021, 4pm AWST 
 
Notification of decision 
23 November 2021 
  

 

Event Approvals Requirements 

Applicants must ensure that they have lodged an event application to the City of Perth’s Activity 
Approvals team for the proposed project prior to commencing an Arts & Culture Quick Response 
Grant application.  
 

Assessment Process 
Applications will be assessed in a competitive environment (funding round) against other 
applications received in this program. Applications are assessed by a minimum three-person 
assessment panel, which may recommend full, part or no funding to Council. Successful 
applications are those that best satisfy the assessment criteria. 

 
Funding Levels Available 
Grants between $10,000 (excluding GST) to $20,000 (excluding GST) are available.  
 
Funding requests may include cash or in-kind support or a combination thereof. In-kind support is 
for the use of the City’s facilities and services. In-kind support will be considered within the totality 
of funds provided and will be awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth. 
 

Maximum Contribution 
The maximum contribution of sponsorship funding provided by the City of Perth cannot exceed 
50% of the total event or project cost.  
 

Assessment Criteria 

Essential Criteria  

(address 3 of the essential criteria) 

• How does the project demonstrate artistic excellence? 

• How does the project deliver arts activity that represents Perth’s unique cultural identity? 

• How does the project help encourage a sense of community and inclusion, provide 

opportunities for the community to connect, participate in cultural life and increase 

vibrancy within the city and its neighbourhoods? 

• Does the project stimulate the local economy and provide opportunities for engagement 

with local businesses? 

• How does the project support the development of the local arts economy and sector? 
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Mandatory Criteria 

• To what extent does the project align with the timing of a City of Perth Events and 

Activation Campaign? 

• To what extent does the project align with the theme and cultural focus of the relevant City 
of Perth Events and Activation Campaign? 

• To what extent does the event celebrate the diversity of Perth and demonstrate an 

inclusive approach? 

• To what extent are environmental and sustainable practices integrated into the project? 

• To what extent does the project celebrate Aboriginal culture? 

 

COVID-19 Risk Mitigation 

• What measures are in place to ensure the health and safety of attendees and staff at the 

project?  

• What is your contingency plan should restrictions on large gatherings be enforced at the 

time of your project? 

Project Delivery  

• Does the applicant have a demonstrated capacity to manage all aspects of the project? 

• Does the event demonstrate financial viability through evidence of support from other 

government agencies, business or community organisations? 
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Arts Sponsorship 
Through Arts Sponsorship, the City supports projects that represent a broad range of high-quality 
arts activity and creative cultural practice. Arts sponsorship is accessible to a wide range of 
organisations that identify the arts as their primary purpose and can demonstrate that their 
project or program strongly aligns with the assessment criteria. 
 
Arts Sponsorships typically drive significant cultural, economic, and social outcomes. This program 
supports projects or activities that attract a broad audience, encourage increased visitation and 
deliver increased economic benefits to the City’s stakeholders, contribute to the vibrancy and 
enhance the reputation as a premier Capital City and arts industry leader.  
 
Sponsorship benefits provided in recognition of the City’s support can include commercial 
leverage, promotion, activation or exposure. 
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive an Arts Sponsorship, applicants must meet all of the Eligibility Criteria 
outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity or individual with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or be 
under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; and 

• Formally identify arts as their primary purpose; 

• have appropriate insurances and licences where required, as outlined under the City’s 
Activity Approvals or other relevant policies and procedures. 

 
Types of Projects Not Supported: 

• Fundraising initiatives. 
 
Types of Expenditure Not Supported: 

• Capital expenditure such as the purchase or lease of real estate, building, renovation, 
repair or maintenance of private buildings or purchase of major equipment or material 
goods such as office furniture, computers or infrastructure that could be relocated; and 

• Interstate and overseas travel expenses. 
 

Key Dates 
The City provides one opportunity to apply for Arts Sponsorship each Financial Year. Applications 
must provide a public outcome within the specified timeframe.  
 

Annual Funding Round 

For activities between 
21 October 2021 - 31 December 2022 
 
Applications open 
23 March 2021 
 
Application deadline 
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27 April 2021, 4pm AWST 
 
Notification of decision 
1 September 2021 
  

 

Event Approvals Requirements 

Applicants must ensure that they have lodged an event application (where applicable) to the City 
of Perth’s Activity Approvals team for the proposed project prior to commencing an Arts & Culture 
Quick Response Grant application.  

 
Assessment Process 
Applications will be assessed in a competitive environment (funding round) against other 
applications received in this program. Applications are assessed by a minimum three-person 
assessment panel, which may recommend full, part or no funding to Council. Successful 
applications are those that best satisfy the assessment criteria. 

 
Funding Levels Available 
Sponsorship over $20,000 (excluding GST) is available.  
 
Funding requests may include cash or in-kind support or a combination thereof. In-kind support is 
for the use of the City’s facilities and services. In-kind support will be considered within the totality 
of funds provided and will be awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth. 
 

Maximum Contribution 
The maximum contribution of sponsorship funding provided by the City of Perth cannot exceed 
30% of the total event or project cost.  
 

Assessment Criteria 

Essential Criteria 

• How does the project demonstrate artistic excellence? 

• How does the project deliver arts activity that represents Perth’s unique cultural identity? 

• How does the project encourage the participation of the broader community and identify 

strategies to widen audience engagement? 

• How does the project help encourage a sense of community, provide opportunities for the 

community to connect, participate in cultural life and increase vibrancy within the city and 

its neighbourhoods? 

• Does the project stimulate the local economy and provide opportunities for engagement 

with local businesses? 

• To what extent does the project enhance the city’s reputation, raise the profile of Perth 

and position it as a Capital City that is internationally recognisable, unique, inviting and an 

arts industry leader? 
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• How does the project support the development of the local arts and cultural sector 

through the provision of professional development opportunities such as skills 

development, networking, connection and/or collaborations? 

• To what extent does the event celebrate the diversity of Perth and demonstrate an 

inclusive approach? 

• To what extent are environmental and sustainable practices integrated into the project? 

• To what extent does the project celebrate Aboriginal culture? 

 

COVID-19 Risk Mitigation 

• What measures are in place to ensure the health and safety of attendees and staff at the 

project?  

• What is your contingency plan should restrictions on large gatherings be enforced at the 

time of your project? 

Project Delivery  

• Does the applicant have a demonstrated capacity to manage all aspects of the project? 

• Does the event demonstrate financial viability through evidence of support from other 

government agencies, business or community organisations? 

• What is the level and value of sponsorship benefits provided to the City? 
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Neighbourhood Heroes 
Program (working title) 

 
Program details are to be determined in consultation with the community and neighbourhood 
groups. The below is placeholder text that will be published to Engage Perth following Council 
Endorsement: 
 
Ever thought that you had a great idea to make your neighbourhood more vibrant, safe and 
connected? This program can help make it happen by providing support, funding and connecting 
you with like-minded individuals. 
 
The City of Perth is trialling a program which provides grants up to $20,000 for community-led 
ideas, projects, events or services that help build strong, connected and inclusive communities 
that deliver practical and sustainable outcomes for city neighbourhoods. 
 
The City of Perth is progressing a city neighbourhood and engagement approach, in which six 
distinct city neighbourhoods are defined. The city’s neighbourhoods are Central Perth, 
Northbridge, West Perth, East Perth, Claisebrook and Crawley-Nedlands. Each of these 
neighbourhoods have distinct identities, opportunities and challenges, which this neighbourhood 
approach will work towards addressing. This project will focus on these neighbourhoods to assist 
in addressing these opportunities and challenges. 
 
Each neighbourhood contains a number of smaller ‘precincts’ for example, Royal Street in East 
Perth, William Street in Northbridge and the East End. 
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How it works 
 
 

 

DESIGN THE PROGRAM 
So how do you get involved you ask? The City asks you!  
You are the source of knowledge, and the City would like to consult with 
the community to advise us on how the project is to be shaped: 

• What should be the name of the program? 

• What are the objectives of the program? 

• What do each of the six identified neighbourhoods need to bring 
people together and to make their community’s better? 

• What should be the assessment criteria?  

• Do you have any proposed changes or feedback on the process 
below? 

 
The City will host two Community Stakeholder Engagement Sessions at 
the Perth Town Hall (TBA) where the rules and engagement plan will be 
created.  

 

BRAINSTORM IDEAS 
Once you tell the City what you would like the program to look like, and it 
has been published in the City’s Grants and Sponsorship Guidelines, you 
can then spread the word and get together a team of people to share and 
discuss ideas and who can help you bring your project to life. You can do 
that by speaking to friends, family and people in the community. 
 

 

DEVELOP THE PROPOSAL 
Once you’ve developed your idea, you will need to pitch it to your 
neighbourhood community by submitting an online project proposal. It 
involves providing a description or “sales” pitch of the project and a 
budget. City staff will be available to assist with proposal development. 
 

 

ROUND TABLE 
All submissions are considered at a roundtable meeting before the public 

voting stage. The roundtable is made up of relevant City of Perth.  If the 

project is in keeping with the ethos of this program and addresses the 

assessment criteria, then the project will be put up for public voting.  

 

COMMUNITY VOTE 
The community will then vote online to decide which projects they would 
like to see happen. 

 
 

 

FUND WINNING PROJECTS 
The City will fund the winning ideas so that implementation can begin. 
This will involve a formal submission through SmartyGrants for 
governance and transparency purposes. 
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COLLABORATE 
If you are successful, that's when the fun begins!  You'll get to work 
together to make your idea into reality with the City supporting you every 
step of the way. Your project team will have 12 months to commence 
and two years to finish the project. 
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Sustainable Community 
Grants 
 
The City of Perth aspires to be a city that respects, protects and fosters its natural environment, embraces 
the principles of sustainability and acknowledges the impacts of our changing climate.  
 
The City works across a diverse range of planning, project and policy areas to deliver development that 
facilitates sustainable environment, social and economic outcomes. The City’s sustainability program 
demonstrates how the city can use and protect its natural resources in a manner that sustains life and 
enables future generations to thrive.  

 
Through the Sustainable Community Grants, the City will support community-led projects and programs 
that contribute to sustainable outcomes such as energy, water and waste efficiency and green 
environments. Sustainable Community Grants aim to support the delivery of projects/programs that 
enhances the city’s natural environment and drive social and economic sustainability actions across the 
city. Environmentally sustainable projects on private property and/or for public benefit are encouraged. 
 

Please contact a Sponsorship Officer before commencing your application to ensure you are 
applying in the correct program. 
 
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive a Sustainable Community Grant from the City, applicants must meet all 
the Eligibility Criteria outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity or individual with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or be 
under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; 

• have appropriate insurances, licences and authorities where required;  

• have approval from land owners where there are multiple land owners; and 

• deliver a project/program on private land. 

 

Types of Projects Not Supported: 

• New development required to undertake landscaping as part of planning approval 

• Infrastructure projects such as: 
o Rainwater tanks 
o Grey water systems 
o Hot water systems 

 

Types of Expenditure Not Supported: 

• Capital expenditure such as the purchase or lease of real estate, building, renovation, 
repair or maintenance of private buildings or purchase of major equipment or material 
goods such as office furniture, computers or infrastructure that could be relocated. 
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Please note: An application for a grant is an application for funding only. Approval of funding 
should not be seen as an approval to implement the project/initiative. Other approvals may need 
to be sought from the City of Perth, for example building licences, and it is the responsibility of the 
applicant to obtain such approvals. 
 

Key Dates 
The City of Perth will accept applications for Sustainable Community Grants throughout the year, 
however decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis in line with budget and strategic priorities.  
 
Approved projects must be completed and acquitted in the current financial year.  
 
Applicants are required to apply at a minimum of 12 weeks prior to the start of their 
project/program.  

 
Assessment Process 
Applications will be assessed by the City on a case-by-case basis. Applications will be assessed 
against the assessment criteria and successful applications are those that best satisfy the 
assessment criteria.  
 

Funding Levels Available 
Grants of up to $20,000 (excluding GST) matched funded are available.  
 
Funding requests may include cash or in-kind support or a combination thereof. In-kind support is 
for the use of the City’s facilities and services. In-kind support will be considered within the totality 
of funds provided and will be awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth. 
 
This grant operates as exhaustive funding, and the City reserves the right to close the program 
once the available budget has been expended.  
 

Maximum Contribution 
The maximum contribution the City can provide is 50% of the project cost (within the $20,000 
funding limit) with the other 50% being matched funding. 
 

Assessment Criteria 
Eligible applicants for Sustainable Community Grants will be assessed against the extent to which 
the applicant can address the following criteria: 
 
Essential Criteria 

• Is there a demonstrated need for the project/program? 

• Does the project/program demonstrate community appreciation for sustainability 
challenges and actively improve performance through this project/program? 

• Does the project/program deliver clear environmental benefits to the city and the wider 
community? 

• Does the project/program deliver clear social benefits to the city and wider community? 

• Does the project/program deliver clear economic benefits to the city and wider 

community? 

• To what extent the project/program creates awareness about sustainability? 
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• To what extent the project/program addresses identified sustainability challenges for the 

city and wider community.   

• Does the project/program assist the City in becoming a sustainable city? 

 

 Project Delivery  

• Does the applicant have a demonstrated capacity to manage all aspects of the project? 

• Is the project plan and budget realistic and value for money? 
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Small Business Grants  
The City of Perth recognises that small business makes an enormous contribution to the vibrancy 
and energy of the city, and therefore looks to encourage our small businesses to thrive by seeking 
out new opportunities and developing initiatives to grow. This program will assist businesses to 
respond and adapt as a result of recent uncertainty caused by COVID-19.  
 
The Small Business Grant program has been developed to encourage businesses within the City 
boundaries to develop capacity, invest in their premises, encourage visitation, attract new 
customers, improve streetscape amenity, and ultimately be a financially sustainable business. The 
City of Perth aims to engage and work with businesses in the City of Perth local government area 
who are contributing to Perth’s vibrancy, sustainability, growth and employment prospects. 
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive a Small Business Grant, applicants must meet all the Eligibility Criteria 
outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or an applicant 
that is under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; 

• have 20 or fewer employees or maximum annual turnover of up to $10 million excl. GST (as 
per the Australian Tax Office and Australian Bureau of Statistics definitions of a small 
business);  

• hold the rights to the intellectual property for your product and/or service; and  

• have all appropriate insurances and licenses.  
 
Additionally, to be eligible the applicant must either: 

 

1. own the property; or  
2. have a commercial lease agreement within the City of Perth local government area and be 

able to demonstrate commercial tenure of at least three months; or  
3. demonstrate commitment to signing a lease within the City of Perth local government 

area, noting a Small Business Grant will not be paid out until the lease is signed; or 
4. have an Office Agreement for at least 12 weeks from date of grant submission that clearly 

demonstrates that a minimum of three (3) desks are being occupied. 
 
Applications from businesses operating within the City of Perth that do not meet the above 
conditions can be considered in exceptional circumstances where an ongoing economic benefit to 
the city can be demonstrated. 
 
The City will not consider applications from:  

• unincorporated associations, branches, franchisees (with more than four West Australian 
outlets) or subsidiaries of larger national/international companies;  

• Online only businesses or businesses operating from home;  

• businesses that have an adverse effect on public health, safety, the environment, or 
heritage;  
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• businesses proposing one-off events, temporary or short-term projects;  

• businesses proposing to purchase basic operational equipment, consumables and/ or 
standard office equipment; 

• a business that has received a City of Perth Small Business Grant in the current or previous 
financial year; or  

• a business that has received a Business Improvement Grant in the current or previous 
financial year. 

 
Grants will not be paid retrospectively for projects that have already started or been completed. 
Applications must be submitted before the project has commenced.  
 
Businesses receiving funding from the State and/or Federal Government remain eligible to apply 
for a Small Business Grant. 
 
Types of Projects Supported 
The City of Perth encourages applicants who have a sound business idea and who can 
demonstrate the capability to implement it. The City welcomes proposals that: 

• encourage the establishment, growth and retention of financially sustainable businesses; 

• create employment opportunities and increase business investment in the city; 

• encourage the ongoing development of the night time economy and shoulder activity 
periods (6am-8am & 6pm -8pm); 

• build resilience in a small business and improve ability to respond to market conditions and 
uncertainty caused by COVID-19;  

• support innovative businesses that demonstrate solid market potential and a sound 
business model around their grant project; and 

• encourage people back to the city. 

 
Examples of the types of initiatives the City may consider are: 

• improvement of safety and security including CCTV and passive security measures such as 
enhanced lighting;  

• new offerings or experiences to the city; 

• projects that have a positive impact on the surrounding precinct;  

• extension of activity to support the night-time economy;  

• business marketing & professional service support;  

• minor capital works such as fit-outs, façade and awning improvements and access 
improvements; 

• establishment or improvement of outdoor dining areas and activation of underutilised 
spaces (i.e. rooftops and basements); and 

• e-commerce or small digital transformation initiatives that assist small business operate 
sustainably into the future. 

 
To assist with responding and adapting to changing circumstances, the following items will also be 
considered on a temporary basis: 
 
Businesses located in an identified city shared/service office / co working space 

• Applicants are eligible for a one off $1,500 (capped allocation) towards a working space 
lease agreement of 3 months or more, for new or returning businesses to the city, with 3 
staff occupying 3 desk spaces 
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o List of currently identified shared office spaces - 
https://www.thinkperth.com/property/co-working-spaces 

If your shared/serviced office space is not identified here, please make contact with the 
Grants and Sponsorship team. 

 
General safety and hygiene supplies  

• safety screens, barriers, railings;  

• cleaning supplies;  

• safe distancing decals for internal or external use;  

• external thermometers, hand sanitisers, masks; and  

• security guard services to assist with shopfront management. 
 

Contracting services 

• cleaning services;  

• visual merchandising services;  

• social media services and social analytics; 

• store counters / pedestrian counters;  

• rebranding, purchase of new packaging, setting up e-commerce platform; and  

• marketing & promotional strategy/development (professional services). 
 

Additional basic infrastructure 

• outdoor dining expansion (extra furniture); 

• internal furniture; and 

• approved signage. 
 
The City is unable to provide funding for: 

• staff wages;  

• rent;  

• utilities;  

• consumables;  

• relocatable equipment that is not directly associated to the grant concept proposed;  

• standard operational equipment; and  

• advertising (eg pamphlets and newspaper adverts.) 
 

Key Dates  
The City will accept Small Business Grant applications throughout the year, however decisions will 
be made on a case-by-case basis in line with budget and strategic priorities.  
 
Approved projects must be completed and acquitted in the current financial year.  
 

Application Process 
Applications must be submitted through the City’s approved online management portal, 
SmartyGrants (http://perth.smartygrants.com.au).  
 
A quotation from a reputable provider/supplier with ABN registration will be required to 
accompany your application for any suppliers you will need to engage for the project. Any staff 
training/development must be sourced from an accredited registered training provider (RTO). The 
City reserves the right to request a further quotation if deemed required.  

https://www.thinkperth.com/property/co-working-spaces
http://perth.smartygrants.com.au/
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Please contact a City Sponsorship Officer to discuss your project prior to beginning an application. 
 

Assessment Process 

Applications will be assessed on a case-by-case basis by the City, which may recommend full, part 
or no funding to the delegated authority. Successful applications are those that best satisfy the 
assessment criteria. 
 

Funding Levels Available 
Grants of up to $5,000 are available in two categories:  

1. Up to $5,000 (excluding GST) 
2. $1,500 (excluding GST) for businesses located with identified "Shared working/Serviced 

Office" locations 
 
This grant operates as exhaustive funding, and the City reserves the right to close the program 
once the available budget has been expended or for any other reason as determined by the City. 
 

Maximum Contribution 
There is no maximum contribution budget cap for City of Perth support in the Small Business 
Grants program. This means the City can provide up to 100% of the project cost (within the $1,500 
and $5,000 funding limits).  
 

Assessment Criteria 

Applicants are required to assess the two mandatory criteria, and as many of the essential criteria 
(‘Community Benefit’ and ‘Business Sustainability & Economic Development’) as possible. Please 
note, that the more information provided in these responses will assist your application.  
 
Mandatory Criteria 

• Does the project assist the business to retain its presence in the city? 

• Does the project enable the business to attract customers / staff to the city?  
 
Essential Criteria 
Community Benefit  

• Does the project provide improvements to the amenity of the public realm or enhance the 
appearance of the locality for commerce? 

• Does the project provide activation of underutilised or vacant spaces?  

• Does the project contribute to improvements to public safety and security?  

• Does the project provide a point of difference or offer a unique experience? 
 
Business Sustainability & Economic Development  

• Does the project build business resilience and/or enable the business to become more 
responsive to market conditions?  

• Does the project increase business investment in the city? 

• Does the project encourage visitation to the city?  

• Does the project diversify the economy?  
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• Does the project positively impact the night-time economy or shoulder activity periods 
(6am-8am & 6pm -8pm)? 

• Businesses should also demonstrate the feasibility of the project with a realistic budget and 
ability to deliver the project within the specified timeline. (A business and marketing plan 
may benefit your application however may not be necessary for all projects). 

 

Other Important Information  
 
Payment Terms  
Payment of an approved grant will only occur upon the submission of official tax invoices and 
receipts demonstrating that the business has expended the funds and the project has been 
completed.  
 
Recipients must complete and submit a Claim Form (proforma to be provided to the recipient on 
grant approval) before the end of the Financial Year (30 June 2022). Invoices and receipts 
providing evidence that the grant money was spent on approved items and was spent after the 
grant was approved (not before) must be submitted with the Claim Form.  
 
All funded projects (excluding training) must be completed within four months of the date of the 
grant approval, or by the end of the financial year, whichever is first. 
 
Recipients are required to engage with the City of Perth to provide updates on the use of the grant 
money (when/if required). 
 
The payment policy for the City of Perth is 30 days from the end of the month in which the invoice 
is received.  
 
Variations  
Changes to the project being funded must be by prior agreement with the City in writing only. 
Supporting documentation may be requested by the City before a variation is considered.  
 
Permits and Approvals  
Funding is subject to the applicant obtaining all relevant permits and approvals. The provision of 
the grant does not replace the requirements and processes for development and planning 
approvals.  
 
Acquittal  
Acquitting a grant means accurately reporting on the funded activities and the expenditure of City 
of Perth funding. Recipients must provide before and after photographs of the project undertaken 
using the grant funding, along with a short testimonial that will be used for promotional purposes. 
 
 
Promotion 
Recipients must acknowledge and promote the City of Perth’s funding support on promotional 
material and/ or agree to a publicity opportunity arranged by the City of Perth.  
Recipients must allow the City of Perth to publicise information about their business in promotion 
of the City’s Grants and Sponsorships Programs. 
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Business Improvement Grants 
The City of Perth recognises that businesses and business activity contribute to the vibrancy and 
energy of the city. The ability to generate new ideas and turn those ideas in to profitable business 
ventures is critical to drive Perth’s COVID-19 rebound, competitive advantage and economic 
growth.  
 
The Business Improvement Grants Program aims to stimulate and encourage diverse inner-city 
commerce by supporting new and established local businesses to improve precinct amenity, 
stimulate business activity and provide direct benefits to the City of Perth community.  
“Business Improvement” for the purposes of this Grant, involves improving the economic capacity 
of a business and/or a property to attract business activity and provide strategic community 
benefit and an enhanced end-user experience with a focus on the private-public realm interface.  
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive a Business Improvement Grant, applicants must meet all the Eligibility 
Criteria outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

1. be one of the following:  

• a legally constituted entity;  

• an individual or business with an Australian Business Number (ABN). 
2. have a demonstrated investment in the city such as: 

• an unconditional lease arrangement for a space within the City of Perth local 
government area, extending at least two years from the time the application is 
submitted; or 

• ownership of a property located within the City of Perth local government area, 
who is undertaking development to attract business tenants and employment 
outcomes for the city. 

3. offer a project or initiative within the City of Perth local government area. 
4. have all appropriate insurances, permits and licenses or can demonstrate that all relevant 

paperwork for these processes have been lodged with the relevant authorities. 
 

The following applicants or applications are ineligible: 

• applications for unincorporated associations, branches, large and/ or established 
franchisees or subsidiaries of larger companies (exceptions can be considered in instances 
where the applicant can demonstrate there is a strong alignment to the objectives of the 
City of Perth Strategic Community Plan); 

• if there is more than one application relating to the same business or property, unless 
there is a strata lease arrangement in place;  

• applications for online businesses or businesses operating from home or virtual/ serviced 
offices/co-working spaces;  

• applications for businesses that have an adverse effect on public health, safety, the 
environment and/or heritage;  

• applications for one-off events, temporary or short-term projects; and  

• an applicant with prior record of non-compliance with City of Perth Environmental Health 
or other compliance requirements. 
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Types of Projects Supported 
The following types of projects or initiatives are eligible for Business Improvement Grants: 

• Capital works, such as:  
o façade and/or awning (shop front) repairs and upgrades;  
o retail/office fit-outs or refurbishments;  
o works providing amenity to, and/or improvements interfacing the public and 

private realm;  
o works required for fire, service and access upgrades to comply with Building Code 

of Australia requirements; 
o lighting projects that achieve aesthetic and amenity outcomes;  
o professional fees (payable only after granting of occupancy certificate, or that 

demonstrate significant progress or enhancement towards achieving occupancy 
with public benefit opportunities);  

• improvements to safety and amenity of a locality or property, including installation of 
approved security devices and/or alarm systems, CCTV, security lighting and anti-graffiti 
treatment;  

• activation of underutilised space and/or adaptive re-use of a property e.g., vacant upper 
floors, basements, rooftops and laneways; and  

• accredited acoustic audits for eligible venues seeking to offer live music and performance 
programs.  
 

Items not Supported 

• business operating costs (e.g., staff wages, rent and utilities);  

• consumables (e.g., food and office stationery);  

• relocatable equipment (e.g., coffee machines and computers);  

• standard operating equipment (e.g., cash registers and EFTPOS facilities); or 

• advertising and/or marketing campaigns.  
 

Key Dates  
The City provides one opportunity to apply for Business Improvement Grants each Financial Year. 
Approved projects must be completed, acquitted and claimed before 30 June 2022. 
 
 

ROUND 1 

For activities between 
November 2021 – June 2022 
 
Applications open 
15 June 2020 
 
Application deadline 
27 July 2020, 4pm AWST 
 
Notification of decision 
After 27 October 2020 
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Application Process 
Applications must be submitted through the City’s approved online management portal, 
SmartyGrants (http://perth.smartygrants.com.au).  
 
Please contact a City Sponsorship Officer to discuss your project prior to beginning an application. 
 

Assessment Process 

Applications will be assessed in a competitive environment (funding round) against other 
applications received in this program. Applications are assessed by a minimum three-person 
assessment panel, which may recommend full, part or no funding to the decision maker, generally 
the City administration. Successful applications are those that best satisfy the assessment criteria. 
 

Funding Levels Available 
Grants of up to $20,000 (with matched funding) will be considered in one competitive funding 
round in the 2021/22 Financial Year, for business improvement projects or initiatives within the 
City of Perth local government area.  
 

Maximum Contribution 
The maximum contribution the City can provide is 50% of the project cost (within the $20,000 
funding limit) with the other 50% being matched funding. 
 

Assessment Criteria 
Applications should clearly outline the extent to which the project or initiative:  

• assists in job retention or creation;  

• improves the streetscape and/or the overall desirability of the locality for commerce in 
which its located;  

• improves Perth’s competitive advantage or provides strong point of difference allowing 
positive publicity & promotion of Perth;  

• improves the built form outcomes relating to one or more of the City of Perth’s sectors 
such as:  
o retail; 
o food and beverage; 
o tourism; 
o commercial property; 
o placemaking;  
o education; 
o student accommodation; 
o medical research; 
o resources and energy; or 
o innovation 

• provides some form of overall community benefit;  

• demonstrates strong market potential through realistic planning and budgeting; and  

• will be completed within the timeframe required to acquit grant funding (this can be 
assessed by including evidence of engagement with statutory planning and building 
approval processes within the overall schedule of works). 

 
Documentation 

http://perth.smartygrants.com.au/
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Your application must include the following documentation to assist with its assessment: 

• project scope (including description, design plans and schedule of works); 

• business plan (demonstrating financial viability of business undertaking project or 
initiative);  

• documentation supporting demonstrated investment in the city such as: 
- an unconditional lease arrangement for a space within the City of Perth local 

government area, extending at least two years from the time the application; or 
- evidence of a property owner’s intention to develop their property located within 

the City of Perth local government area, to attract business tenants and 
employment outcomes for the city; and 

• budget and forecasting evidence. 
 

Other Important Information 
 
All applicants must also disclose the following: 

• any known established relationship between the property owner (or owner representative) 
and the managing agent or lessee and all quote providers; 

• any other funding sought or received from the City of Perth or any other funding body for 
this project; 

• any development-based incentives received for the property and/or business; and 

• Any outstanding debts or compliance / approval matters with the City 
Note: An ABN Lookup search is undertaken on all supplied invoices and receipts. 
 
Permits and Approvals 
Funding is subject to the applicant obtaining all relevant permits and approvals. The provision of 
the grant does not replace the requirements and processes for development, planning, building 
and health approvals. All relevant approvals and permits must be gained outside of the grant 
process and will require engagement with the relevant City departments.  
 
Payment Terms and Acquittal 

• Grant funding will be paid as reimbursement of expenditure.  Invoices for approved grants 
will not be processed until the project is complete;  

• Requests for extension on claiming grant funding should be made before the expiry date 
(30 June 2021) and may be referred back to Council for determination;  

• Successful applicants must:  
- provide proof that their own expenditure at least matches the grant funding 

provided by the City of Perth (for Grants greater than $10,000); 
- provide proof that money was spent after the application submission date (not 

before) through invoices and tax receipts;  
- promote the City of Perth’s support of their project or initiative e.g. on websites, 

social media and media releases; 
- provide before and after photographs (or other determined appropriate) of the 

project or initiative to be used for promotional purposes;  
- provide a detailed testimonial of their experience with the City of Perth in assisting 

with the project or initiative, to be used for promotional purposes (the City may 
invite the applicant to record a testimonial to camera); and 

- be available to meet and/or provide updates on the project or initiative as required. 
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Business Improvement Grants are reimbursements, meaning they are paid after the work on the 
project or initiative is complete and once acquittal requirements have been satisfied. 
Once the project or initiative is complete, you must contact the City and organise a site visit to 
confirm that the works have been undertaken as agreed, prior to a claim being processed. 
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Economic Development Sponsorship  
Some aspects of the City’ economic landscape has been significantly affected by COVID-19. 
Economic Development Sponsorship aims to strategically support the City of Perth’s businesses to 
ensure a strong return to economic performance and assist the City of Perth in its goals to position 
the city as a thriving centre for business and support commerce, employment, ongoing investment 
and economic growth.  
 
The City is committed to supporting the growth and ongoing development of established or 
emerging key sectors that represent strategic importance to the City of Perth’s economy. Through 
its Economic Development Sponsorship program, the City provides funding toward projects which:  

• Support skills and training development, including business incubation programs;  

• Facilitate networking, thought leadership exchanges and linkages between key sectors and 
stakeholders;  

• Support the City of Perth to develop competitive advantage through the creation of sector-
based industry clusters or cooperative programs; 

• Assist in building long term relationships that provide business and community members 
with the opportunity to share best practice or promote Perth’s expertise with visiting local, 
interstate & international industry thought leaders;  

• Attract investment or exposure to new and emerging opportunities or export markets; and  

• Have the potential to generate long term economic outcomes, such as start-ups, office 
space occupation, business expansion, employment, increased output, intellectual 
property and patent generation or research commercialisation, in a key sector. 

 

Key Sectors  
 

 Mining, Resources and Energy  

 Tourism and Hospitality  

 Innovation and Technology  

 Retail and Property Development  

 Education and International Student 

Services  

 Life Sciences  

 Emerging Industries  

 
As part of the City of Perth’s Economic Development activities, the City seeks to strategically 
engage with key industry sectors to assist in nurturing a thriving, diverse and competitive business 
environment.  
 
Applications that can demonstrate support of the development of one, or more, of the City’s key 
sectors and associated objectives will receive priority in the Economic Development Sponsorship 
program, including:  
 
MINING, RESOURCES AND ENERGY  
Objectives 

• Promote Perth as an international energy and resources city (including emerging 
renewable energy technologies);  

• Promote and showcase local expertise in resource and energy, particularly with regards to 
technological innovation; and  
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• Foster and strengthen exports, international networks and collaboration in resources and 
energy, including knowledge exchange opportunities.  

 
TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY  
Objectives 

• Provide business development support for new and/or existing tourism businesses;  

• Improve the visitor experience within the City; 

• Develop workforce skills within the industry;  

• Assist in tourism product development opportunities;  

• Create a continuous year-round program of activity; and  

• Position Perth as WA’s key gateway destination.  
 
INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY  
Objectives 

• Facilitate the development of the local innovation eco-system;  

• Provide business development support, assisting businesses in gaining access to capital for 
business start-up or growth, exposure to investment venture capital networks, encourage 
training, knowledge-exchange opportunities and exposure to leading experts for 
entrepreneurs and start-ups;  

• Increase the number of knowledge-based businesses within the City which diversify and 
strengthen the City’s long-term economic development; and  

• Encourage wider and stronger professional networks within and between knowledge-
based industries.  

 
RETAIL AND PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT  
Objectives 

• Activate underutilised space and/or adaptive re-use of vacant upper floors, basements, 
rooftops and laneways to achieve CBD revitalisation;  

• Improve vacancy rate occupancy;  

• Support property needs of emerging industries; and  

• Prepare business cases and feasibility studies that result in occupation of underutilised 
strategic sites or properties within the City of Perth that can result in public benefit 
outcomes. 

 
EDUCATION AND INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES  
Objectives 

• Improve or promote the student experience within the City and promote Perth as a 
premier education destination;  

• Support the international education industry to increase inbound international students to 
Perth, increase amount of student expenditure and increase WA’s market share of 
international students; and 

• Link students to employment, workforce skills or business opportunities within the City. 
 
LIFE SCIENCES  
Objectives 

• Promote Perth as an internationally significant medical research capital;  

• Create linkages between industry, government, private organisations and education 
institutions to achieve greater commercialisation and intellectual property outcomes;  
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• Improve the level of support available to aspiring medical entrepreneurs;  

• Assist with commercialisation of local research; and  

• Investment in med/tech start-ups.  
 
EMERGING INDUSTRIES  
Objectives 

• Support the development of the creative industries, and help to turn creative ideas into 
commercial outcomes, including software development, e-gaming, interactive content, 
architecture, design, film and television, publishing and media; and  

• Support opportunities for the development of emerging industries in Western Australia 
including defence, agribusiness, advanced manufacturing, digital transformation and urban 
analytics, radio astronomy, and augmented and virtual reality. 

 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive an Economic Development Sponsorship, applicants must meet all of the 
Eligibility Criteria outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition to the above, to be eligible the applicant must: 

• be a legally constituted entity with an Australian Business Number (ABN) or an applicant 
that is under the auspice of an Australian legal entity; and 

• have all appropriate insurances and licenses. 
 

In addition, the City will not consider applications from: 

• an applicant that has outstanding debts or compliance matters under investigation or 
dispute with the City of Perth. 

 
Additional types of projects not supported: 

• Fundraising initiatives 
 
Additional types of expenditure not supported: 

• Any travel for local proponents; 

• Equipment or administrative funding; 

• Employment of staff or professional fees for staff. 
 

Key Dates  
The City will accept Economic Development sponsorship applications throughout the year, 
however decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis in line with budget and strategic priorities.  

 
Application Process 
Applications must be submitted through the City’s approved online management portal, 
SmartyGrants (http://perth.smartygrants.com.au).  
 
Please contact a City Sponsorship Officer to discuss your project prior to beginning an application. 
 
The application is broken down into eight sections which provide an overview of the information 
requested as part of your application: 
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• Sections 1 – 6 are internally focused on your project 

• Sections 7 – 8 are focused on the City of Perth 

 

To assist you in the preparation of the information required for an Economic Development 

Sponsorship application the City has provided some template examples. Please note that these are 

examples only. 

• Project Brief (template example) 

• Project Plan (template example) 

• Marketing Plan (template example) 

• Key Performance Indicators (template example) 

• Alignment to the City’s Objectives (refer to the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2019-2029 

and Corporate Business Plane 2020/21 – 2023/24 

 

Assessment Process 

Applications will be assessed on a case-by-case basis by the City and/or by a minimum three-
person assessment panel, which may recommend full, part or no funding to the delegated 
authority or Council. Successful applications are those that best satisfy the assessment criteria. 
 

Funding Levels Available 
Sponsorship over $4,000 (exc GST) is available.  
 
Funding requests may include cash or in-kind support or a combination thereof. In-kind support is 
for the use of the City’s facilities and services. In-kind support will be considered within the totality 
of funds provided and will be awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth. 
 

https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/council/vision-and-strategy
https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/council/vision-and-strategy
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This sponsorship operates as exhaustive funding and the City reserves the right to close the 
program once the available budget has been expended or for any other reason as determined  by 
the City. 
 

Maximum Contribution 
The maximum contribution of sponsorship funding provided by the City of Perth cannot exceed 
50% of the total event or project budget.  
 

Assessment Criteria 

PART ONE: PROJECT CRITERIA  

Applications will be assessed on all the following criteria:  

 

Alignment with a Key Sector  

• Does the project support the growth and development of an established or emerging key 
sector, that represents strategic importance to the City of Perth’s economy?  

 

Prestige and Significance  

• Does the applicant demonstrate prestige and significance through the quality of proposed 
speakers, participants, sponsors, media or the involvement or endorsement from 
internationally recognised federations and organisations?  

• How well does your project sell Perth to GMT+8 time zone i.e. Asia or other key trading 
partners? 

 

Project Plan  

• Has the applicant provided a robust project plan?  

• Have venues/speakers already been booked?  

 

Funding Sources 

• Has the applicant included a budget detailing investment through a variety of funding 
sources, illustrating that the project is not reliant on City of Perth funding to be delivered?  

• Has the applicant demonstrated what specific elements the City of Perth funding is 
supporting and what extra capacity the City’s funding will enable?  

 

Sponsorship Benefits  

Preference will be given to projects that are held within the City of Perth’s boundaries, or projects 
that are able to demonstrate a clear benefit to the City’s business community.   

• Does the project offer a high level of benefits and recognition to the City?  

 

PART TWO: PROJECT OUTCOMES  

Applicants must address at least two of the following 5 objectives.  

 

1. Investment Attraction  

• Does your project facilitate business growth in the City of Perth area?   
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• Does your project have the capacity to generate new investment to the City of Perth? 

• Does your project encourage expansion or reinvestment of existing business within the City 
of Perth?  

• Does your project create any linkages to investment or investment networks? 

 

2. International Business Development  

• Does the project enhance opportunities for international business development? 

• Does your project allow for business to be done with overseas connections?   

• Does the project bring high-spending international delegates to Perth? 

 

3. Economic Benefits  

• Does the project demonstrate the potential to generate significant direct economic benefit 
to the local economy and businesses? 

• Does your project reduce costs or create new efficiencies to the local economy or make 
Perth more competitive?  

• Does your project generate jobs or have the capacity to do so in the future?  

• Does your project provide Perth with some advantage to outperform other areas/cities or 
allow for promotional opportunities for Perth. 

 

4. Professional Development and Training  

• Does the project promote professional development, training or skill development 
opportunities? 

• Does the project support ongoing development programs for businesses within the City of 
Perth including business incubators and/or accelerators? 

• Does your project provide workshops or training to assist City of Perth businesses by 
brining skills or workforce gaps?  

 

5. Linkages and Knowledge Exchange  

• Does the project facilitate linkages or knowledge exchange between stakeholders? 

• Does the project provide business and community members with the opportunity to share 
best practice with visiting industry thought leaders? 

• Does your project include a subject matter expert?  If so, is there an opportunity for Perth 
locals to learn from said subject matter expert?    

• Does your project facilitate networking opportunities?   

 

Other Assistance Available for Businesses  
We are here to support you and your business.  
If you would like to find out more about how the City of Perth can assist your business, please 
contact us.  
 
The City can provide the following services:  

• Guidance informing prospective operators about Perth;  

• Investment facilitation assisting investors to find suitable products in Perth;  



58 
 

• A coordinated approach assisting prospective operators to navigate their way through 
government and guidance for the approvals process;  

• Marketing and promotion;  

• Making connections and facilitating introductions to industry leads, programs and 
initiatives; and  

• Funding Grants may be available. Contact Business Development to discuss whether you 
may be eligible to access a grant.  
 

 
Business Development Contact 
Phone: (08) 9461 3333  
Email: ecodev@cityofperth.wa.gov.au  
www.perth.wa.gov.au/business  
Marketing and Promotion | City of Perth 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

mailto:ecodev@cityofperth.wa.gov.au
http://www.perth.wa.gov.au/business
https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/live-and-work/businesses/marketing-and-promotion
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Heritage Grants 
 

The City of Perth acknowledges that the retention and conservation of heritage places has an 
important role to play in protecting the environment, creating vibrant communities and sustaining 
local economies. Together, the City of Perth and property owners must ensure that the valued 
asset of our heritage is respected and celebrated.  
 
Heritage Grants a key component of the City’s Heritage Incentive Program and is primarily focused 
on the conservation, rather than maintenance of heritage places.  
 
The primary objective of the heritage grant program is to support, assist and encourage owners to 
conserve and continue the active use of heritage places.  
 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive a Heritage Grant, applicants must meet all the Eligibility Criteria outlined 
on page 7 of these guidelines. 
 
In addition, to be considered for a grant, the applicant must be the landowner of a rateable 
property (or have proper authorisation to act on behalf of a landowner) that is listed as Heritage 
Place in the City of Perth City Planning Scheme or in the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority 
heritage inventory. 
 
The City of Perth will not consider applications where the: 

• Property is outside of the City of Perth Local Government Area; 

• Property is a non-heritage or non-contributory in a Conservation Area; 

• Property is not rateable; 

• Property has received a City of Perth Heritage Grant exceeding $40,000 within the past 
five(5) years (excluding grants for a Conservation Management Plan); 

• Property has received a cumulative total of $90,000 in heritage grants from the City of 
Perth; 

• Property is the subject of a previous City of Perth Heritage grant that has not been 
acquitted; 

• Applicant has an outstanding rate debt to the City of Perth; 

• Application is for retrospective funding of commenced or completed works;  

• Application does not address the assessment criteria or is incomplete; 

• Property does not have the full value building insurance. 

 

Items Not Supported: 

• Maintenance works; 

• The installation of services, temporary fencing or scaffolding; 

• Works associated with the operation of a business including the purchasing of equipment; 

• New buildings, additions or extensions; 

• Documentation or works associated with a Bonus or Transfer of Plot Ratio; 
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• Capital expenditure such as the purchase or lease of real estate, building, renovation, 
repair or maintenance of private buildings or purchase of major equipment or material 
goods such as office furniture, computers or infrastructure that could be relocated; and 

• Interstate and overseas travel expenses. 

 

 
Types of Projects Supported: 

• Reconstruction and restoration of significant heritage fabric  

• Façade works that visually reconnect the ground floor to intact upper floors; 

• Replacement of significant heritage fabric with new fabric using tradition materials and 
building techniques; 

• Works required to stabilise a place; 

• Removal of non-structural intrusive elements; 

• Interpretation that reveals or enhances an understanding of the cultural heritage 
significance of a place, where the cultural heritage significance of a place is not readily 
apparent; 

• Technical reports or studies that inform conservation of built materials, future 
retention/use or conservation management plan; 

• Works required for fire, service and access upgrades to comply with the Building Code of 
Australia or to enable the ongoing or adaptive reuse of a heritage place. 

 

Key Dates 
The City provides two opportunities to apply for Heritage Grants each Financial Year.  

The project must be undertaken and expended within 24 months of being awarded. 

 

ROUND 1 ROUND 2 

Applications open 
1 July 2021 
 
Application deadline 
1 September 2021, 4pm AWST 
 
Notification of decision 
22 December 2021 
  

Applications open 
1 January 2022 
 
Application deadline 
1 March 2022, 4pm AWST 
 
Notification of decision 
29 June 2022 
 

 

 

Funding Levels and Maximum Contribution  
Technical reports: Fully fund technical reports for places on the City's Heritage List. Fund up to 
50% for places on the State Register. 
Physical works: Minor works (under $40,000) and major works (over $40,000) capped at $90,000. 
 

Assessment Criteria 
Applications for Heritage Grants will be assessed against the following criteria: 
 
Essential Criteria 
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• To what extent is the project in accordance with an existing Conservation Management 
Plan, if applicable? 

• To what extent does the work result in an improvement of the presentation of the heritage 
place? 

• To what extent will the work aid in the promotion and enhancement of community 
appreciation and understanding of the heritage place? 

• Does the project demonstrate achievability, budget rigour and value for money? 

• Does the application provide evidence of a range of other funding sources, received or 
sought, demonstrating financial sustainability for the initiative? 

• Have any development-based incentives been received from the City for this heritage place 
that conflict or duplicate the application? 

• Does the work provide improved access to the heritage place? 

• Is the property located in an area that is planned for revitalization or streetscape/laneway 
enhancement? 

• Does the project facilitate activation of a heritage place (upper floors, basements)? 

 
Applications for the preparation of studies, reports, advice and Conservation Management Plan 
will be assessed against the demonstrated need for the document. 
 

Document Checklist 

The following documents must be submitted with the application form via Smartygrants: 

• Project Scope including project description, objectives and timetable (tangible outputs, 
funding stages, phasing and milestones); 

• A succinct current property report; 

• Itemised Budget including the cost breakdown structure and how the grant and recipient 
contribution will be distributed, and quote from chosen supplier; 

• Evidence of full value building insurance cover for the property; 

• A ‘Statement by Supplier’ form from Australian Taxation Office (if no ABN); 

• A Conservation Management Plan where the cumulative total of heritage grants received 
exceeds $20,000; 

• City of Perth Development Application approval; and 

• Property maintenance agreement. 

 
 

Payment Terms and Conditions 
Successful applicants for grants and sponsorships must enter into a written funding agreement 
with the City before any funding is provided to the successful applicant. 
 
The agreement will detail the funded project and approved items (including grant and owner 
contribution amounts), and the conditions. A summary of which is provided below: 

• The heritage grant runs with the property;  

• Funding shall only be used for the approved grant funded project;  

• The landowner must, as a minimum, match the heritage grant;  

• The project must be undertaken and expended within 24 months of being awarded;  

• The grant must not be used for reimbursement of a commenced or completed project;  
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• Where grants exceed $20,000 the landowner must prepare a Conservation Management 
Plan;  

• The property must be maintained in accordance with the City’s Maintenance Agreement;  

• All relevant approvals, permits and licenses must be obtained for the funded works, before 
works commence; 

• There must be on-site public acknowledgment of the heritage grant and meet any other 
publicity requests; 

• Funded documents must be prepared by a recognised professional and in accordance with 
industry standards; 

• A digital copy of funded documents must be provided and the City granted perpetual, non-
exclusive license to copy, display and electronically retain the document; 

• Successful applicants must submit a ‘Grant Acquittal Report’ within 30 months of 
application approval. The report must include a tax invoice and accurately report on funded 
project including, expenditure, benefits, achievements, and challenges.  
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Venue Support Grants 
 

Through Venue Support Grants the City of Perth provides in-kind support for the reservation of 
the City’s venues, malls, parks and gardens. Venue Support Grants are intended to assist the 
community in utilising Council managed property for meetings, forums, projects, activities and 
events. 
 
The City offers two categories of Venue Support Grants: 

1) City Malls, Parks and Gardens; and 
2) Community Venues 

 

Eligibility 
To be eligible to receive a Venue Support Grant, applicants must meet all of the Eligibility Criteria 
outlined on page 7 of these guidelines. In addition, the applicant must: 
 

• be a legally constituted entity or individual with an Australian Business Number (ABN); or 

• be a not-for-profit or social enterprise, or a community group under the auspice of an 

Australian legally constituted entity; or 

• for Venue Support Grant for the Town Hall and the Library be an Australian legally 

constituted entity (including an individual operating as a sole trader with an ABN) holding 

$20m public liability insurance; 

• have appropriate insurances and licences where required, as outlined under the City’s 

Activity Approvals or other relevant policies and procedures; 

• have booked a City of Perth managed park, or garden, mall or venue listed within this 

document and obtained a cost estimate for the booking. 

 

Key Dates 
The City of Perth will accept applications for Venue Support Grants at any time, however decisions 
will be made on a case-by-case basis in line with budget and strategic priorities.  
 
Applicants are required to apply at a minimum of 8 weeks prior to the use of the reserve or venue.  

 

Application Process 
Prior to submitting a Venue Support Grant application on the SmartyGrants portal, applicants 

should first check the suitability and availability of the preferred venue or space.  

 

The City will process the grant as in-kind support for the specific venue booking, on behalf of the 

successful applicant. If associated hire fees are more than the in-kind grant amount, all additional 

fees must be paid by the applicant. All other details regarding the hire of the venue must be 

handled by the applicant.  

 

Assessment Process 
Applications will be assessed by the City on a case-by-case basis. Applications will be assessed 

against the assessment criteria and successful applications are those that best satisfy the 
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assessment criteria. The application will also be assessed in consultation with the preferred venue 

to discuss the ability to provide venue support at that time.  
 

Maximum Contribution 
For the City Malls, Parks and Gardens, and Community Venues the maximum in-kind support 
available is $7,500 per applicant per year.  
 

For the City of Perth Library category, the maximum in-kind support available is up to $1,000 per 

applicant per year. 

 

For the Town Hall, the maximum in-kind support available is $2,500. 

 

This grant operates as exhaustive funding and the City reserves the right to close the program 
once the available budget has been expended.  
 

Applicants may also apply for funding through other City funding programs; however, this must 

not be for the same event. 
 

Costs Not Covered 
Venue support grants are for non-monetary, in-kind requests only – no cash grants are available in 
this category. Applicants may only request in-kind support for venue hire fees.  

The following costs are not covered by this program: 

• all associated bonds;  
• waste and cleaning fees; 
• staffing fees and costs; 
• power consumption charges that may apply to venue use; 
• security charges; 
• on-street Parking bays; 
• City of Perth Parking facilities; and 
• any cancellation fees applicable if the event is cancelled.  

Should the applicant wish to apply for these costs in-kind, they should apply under the most 
relevant funding program. 

Note: Town Hall hire includes limited waste disposal and loading/unloading bays. Venue staffing, 
and security may be included in Town Hall quotations and may be covered by this program. 

 

City Malls, Parks and Gardens 
 

City mall precincts covered in this category are: 

• Forrest Place; 

• Hay Street Mall; and 

• Murray Street Mall. 
 

Parks and gardens covered in this category are: 

• Parks and reserves managed by the City of Perth 
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Bookings are necessary if you wish to utilise a City mall site, or parks and gardens. To book a City 
space, contact us for availability and then complete an online event application form and carefully 
select a space that suits your requirements. 
 
For further details on the bookable spaces and interactive maps, please click on the below links to 
the relevant hire and bookings pages: 
 
City Malls 

Forrest Place 

Parks and Gardens   

 

Booking enquiries can be made to Activity Approvals. 

Email: activity.approvals@cityofperth.wa.go.au  

Phone: (08) 9461 3333 

 

Assessment Criteria 
Applications will be assessed with consideration to the following criteria: 

• Inclusive events that embrace youth, seniors, people with a disability, and people from all 

walks of life; 

• Cultural, sporting, artistic and heritage activities and events that encourage locals and 

visitors to come back for more; 

• A community that is healthy in its lifestyle and wellbeing, and generous towards helping 

others; 

• Safe and enjoyable experiences in the public realm; and 

• Promote Perth as a great place to be. 

 

Optional Criteria: 

• Events that acknowledge, recognise and engage with the traditional owners of city lands, 

the Whadjuk Nyoongar people; 

• Events providing accessible and relevant community support services, and playing a leading 

role with homelessness; 

• Activities and programs that stimulate and entertain youth to reduce antisocial behaviour. 

 

Community Venues 
Community Venues covered in this category are: 

• Citiplace Community Place Meeting Rooms 

• City of Perth Library Auditorium 

• Perth Town Hall 
 
Events to be considered for in-kind support in this category should first be evaluated for their 

suitability for the space.  

 

Citiplace Community Place Meeting Rooms 

https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/forms-and-payments/Hire-and-Bookings/hold-an-event-or-activity-in-the-citys-malls
https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/forms-and-payments/Hire-and-Bookings/hold-an-event-or-activity-in-forrest-place
https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/forms-and-payments/Hire-and-Bookings/parks-and-gardens-hire
mailto:activity.approvals@cityofperth.wa.go.au
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The Citiplace Community Centre offers four spaces for hire, ranging in sizes to suit your activity.  

The Centre is a unique, accessible central city facility provided by the City of Perth which aims to 

provide a range of services and facilities to the community.    

 

The Citiplace Community Centre is located in the heart of the City and is directly accessible via the 

Perth City Train Station and the CPP multi-story car-park located on Roe Street, Perth. 

 

Citiplace Community Centre Contact 

Information on booking Citiplace Community Centre Meeting Rooms 

Phone: (08) 9461 3551 

Email: communitycentre@cityofperth.wa.gov.au 

 

City of Perth Library Auditorium 
The award-winning City of Perth Library is located in the vibrant Cathedral Square precinct in the 
heart of the City. The Library boasts beautiful views of the City and Swan River and the interiors 
are warm and inviting. The Library building employs universal design principles, making it 
accessible for people with diverse abilities. There is ample public transport and parking 
options nearby. 
 
The Auditorium is a flexible space suitable for evening and daytime functions. The venue includes 

a complimentary lectern, microphone and AV equipment. A small finishing kitchen is available 

adjacent to the space, should catering be required. Universal access toilet facilities are also located 

on this level. 

City of Perth Library Contact 

Information on booking City of Perth Library Auditorium 

Phone: (08) 9461 3500 

Email: library.events@cityofperth.wa.gov.au 

 

Perth Town Hall 
Perth Town Hall is a beautifully restored heritage venue suitable for banquets, theatre-style and 

cocktail events, festivals or exhibitions. A major restoration has equipped the venue with a lighted 

stage, modern prep kitchen, new sound and projection systems and climate control. With the 

freedom to select your own catering and other services, you can create a one-of-a-kind event 

guests will remember. 

 

The Town Hall’s acoustics, capacity, resources, layout, logistics and fragility should be taken into 

account. A site visit and meeting with the Facilities Coordinator should be arranged to discuss 

these considerations and a tentative booking made prior to application.  

 

Within the City of Perth’s overarching strategic priorities, this program aims to cover venue hire 

costs for events at the Town Hall that:  

• Activate the venue, particularly the Undercroft and Lower Foyer areas;  

• Make the venue accessible to the wider public space; and  

• Relate the venue to history, heritage and strategic City objectives.  

 

https://www.visitperth.com/getting-around/citiplace-community-centre
https://www.visitperth.com/getting-around/buses-and-trains
https://www.visitperth.com/getting-around/parking
https://www.visitperth.com/getting-around/parking
https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/live-and-work/community-services-and-facilities/city-of-perth-library/event-spaces
https://www.google.com/search?q=city+of+pertyh+library&rlz=1C1GCEB_enAU931AU931&oq=city+of+pertyh+library&aqs=chrome..69i57j46i13i175i199j0i13j46i13i175i199j0i13l4j46i13i175i199.4055j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Perth Town Hall Contact 

Information on booking Perth Town Hall  

Phone: (08) 9461 3555 

Email:  townhall@cityofperth.wa.gov.au 
 

Excluded Venues 
There are a number of outdoor venues located within the City of Perth boundaries, some of these 

venues are not managed by the City and are excluded from the Venue Support Grant Programme, 

please refer the below list and their websites for more information on how to secure these 

venues: 

 

DevelopmentWA   

• Elizabeth Quay & Barrack Square 

• Yagan Square  

 

Perth Theatre Trust 

• Perth Cultural Centre & Urban Orchard 

 

Assessment Criteria 
Reflects and adds value to the City of Perth strategic outcomes identified below:  

• Arts and culture creative activation in unused spaces;  

• Activities that support one of the following of the City’s strategic aims:  

- social enterprises are supported in the city; or  

- connect the community together and within the residential spaces.  

  

Meets feasibility requirements:  

• A realistic, achievable budget;  

• Capacity to promote and market the activity to attract the projected numbers and types 
of attendees; and  

• Capacity to deliver the event competently and safely.  

 

Outcomes specific to the City of Perth Library: 
 

Within the City of Perth’s overarching strategic priorities, this program covers or defrays venue 
hire fees for events that cover at least 3 out of 5 of the following:  

• Create opportunities for lifelong learning for the local community 

• Events that are free, and open to Perth and the local community 

• Support and create a strong sense of community vibrancy, connection, culture and 
wellbeing 

• Events or activities that would be of interest to the general community on current or future 
needs and trends 

• Supporting new events and activities run by local organisations (excluding fundraising 
events) 
 

https://www.perth.wa.gov.au/forms-and-payments/Hire-and-Bookings/perth-town-hall-hire
tel:0894613555
mailto:townhall@cityofperth.wa.gov.au
https://elizabethquay.com.au/eq/organise-an-event
https://yagansquare.com.au/ys/organise-an-event
https://www.ptt.wa.gov.au/venues/perth-cultural-centre/venue-hire
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Outcomes specific to Perth Town Hall: 

Meets or exceeds Town Hall outcomes  

• Events that activate the Lower Foyer and Undercroft areas;  

• Events that provide significant exposure to the Town Hall’s target markets by:  

- attracting 150 or more people who are in the 24-35 age bracket; or  

- attracting 150 or more people from a variety of workplaces in the CBD; or  

- attracting 50 or more people working in the events, wedding, meetings, 
conference, or related industries; or  

- attracting 400 or more members of the public; or  

- increasing the Town Hall’s prestige through significant media exposure or other 

means  

• Events which are particularly suitable for the Town Hall because they relate to heritage or 

history.  

 

Applicants will be asked to provide a clear description of how they intend to achieve these criteria 

and evidence of their ability to do so.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
1. Can I assume my project will be funded if it has been funded in previous years?  

The City of Perth is committed to ensuring the assessment process is fair and equitable. 

Recurring annual funding is not guaranteed. The City of Perth recommends you also seek 

additional funding from other sources. Additional funding sources will strengthen your 

application.  

 

2. How many times can I apply?  

Applicants may apply for sponsorship for several projects however each project may only 

receive sponsorship once in each financial year. 

 

3. I want to use a City owned venue. Is this included in my sponsorship?  

Organisers are reminded that use of the City’s banners, streets, malls, buildings, laneways 

and reserves is subject to separate application and approval. Visit 

www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/ live and- work/hire-and-bookings for more information. 

Organisers are responsible for securing all appropriate permits and bookings. Fees and 

charges for these services may be provided in-kind by the City, subject to the outcome of a 

sponsorship application (see FAQ #4). 

 

4. I’d like to apply for in-kind support. Is this possible? 

Applicants can request in-kind support for City of Perth fees and charges associated with 

their project. This is to be included in the overall grant/sponsorship requested amount for 

consideration by and at the discretion of the City of Perth. Please contact a Sponsorship 

Officer to discuss available in-kind support. 

 

5. Are the details of my application confidential?  

No. The City of Perth must comply with the Local Government Act in regard to making 

information available to the general public. An assessment of your application will form 

part of the Council Report which is made publicly available on the City of Perth website and 

subject to potential Freedom of Information (FOI) requests. Please make it known to the 

Sponsorship Officer if information provided in your application is commercially sensitive so 

as to protect trade secrets, information that has commercial value, or information about 

the business, professional, commercial or financial affairs of a person, so this information 

can be treated as Commercial-in-Confidence.  

 

6. How will I know if my application is successful? 

For Quick Response Grants a City Officer will contact you to advise you of the outcome of 

your application within 8 weeks. For applications in all other grants and sponsorship 

programs a City Officer will contact you in writing approximately 4 months after the closing 

date to advise you on the outcome of your application.  

 

7. How long does it take to receive funding after my project is approved?  
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The payment policy for the City of Perth is 30 days from the end of the month in which the 

invoice is received. Payment of funding will be made on achievement of milestones linked 

to project deliverables. Payments will not be made until the relevant financial year. 

 

8. What happened to the Precinct Improvement Matched Funding Grants and the Community 

Wellbeing Grants? 

The Precinct Improvement Matched Funding Grants and Community Wellbeing Grants 

have been discontinued as programs for the 2021/22 FY. A new funding program called the 

“Neighbourhood Heros Program” (working title) replaces the previous Community 

Wellbeing Grants and Precinct Improvement Grants programs. If your proposal does not 

align well with either of these new programs, you may be able to submit an unsolicited bid 

for sponsorship. Please contact a City Sponsorship Officer should you wish to discuss an 

unsolicited bid for consideration.  

 

Disability Access and 

Inclusion 
Access and inclusion is about ensuring that all public services are available to all community 

members, including those who have a disability, so that they have the opportunity and choice to 

participate in all aspects of community life. To the extent that it is practicable, the applicant is 

required to provide universal access to sponsored events, as outlined in the City of Perth’s 

Disability Access and Inclusion Plan. The applicant will need to be able to provide a copy of their 

Disability Access and Inclusion Plan for the sponsored project if requested. You will be required to 

report on the accessibility of your project at the conclusion of your project as part of the acquittal 

report. A copy of the Disability Services Commission’s Guide to Disability Access and Inclusion 

Plans for Local Government Contractors is available for download here. 

 

Lobbying of Elected 

Members and Administrative 

Staff 
Applicants may not lobby, or seek to influence the decision-making of Elected Members and 

administrative staff, in relation to their submitted funding applications. If, during the period 



71 
 

between submitting a funding application and a determination by Council, an applicant seeks to 

lobby any Elected Member of the City of Perth or administrative staff, or attempts to provide 

additional information, either directly or indirectly, on any matter relating to the funding 

application to an Elected Member, the person/organisation may be disqualified and the 

sponsorship, grant or donation excluded from being considered for approval. 

 

Contact Us 
Sponsorship Officer  
sponsorship@cityofperth.wa.gov.au  
(08) 9461 3333  
perth.wa.gov.au/live-and-work/grants-and-sponsorship 
 

  

mailto:sponsorship@cityofperth.wa.gov.au


72 
 

Templates 
 

Below are template examples to assist you in the preparation of the information required for an 

Economic Development Sponsorship application. Please note that these are examples only. 

 

Project Brief (template example) 

 

 

Project Plan (template example) 
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Marketing Plan (template example) 

 

 

Key Performance Indicators (template example) 
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