MAJOR EVENTS AND
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS
The City of Perth would like to acknowledge the traditional
custodians of this region, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar Nation,
and pay respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.

“The City of Perth
is recognised as
one of the world’s
most liveable
cities – a title we
are enormously
proud of, but our
aspirations don’t
stop there."
21-442. 12/2021
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Disclaimer
This document is provided for information and does not purport to be complete. While care has been taken to ensure content is
accurate, we cannot guarantee it is without flaw of any kind. There may be errors and omissions, or it may not be wholly appropriate
for your particular purpose. In addition, the publication is liable to change. The City of Perth accepts no responsibility and disclaims all
liability for any error, loss or other consequence that may arise from you relying on any information contained in this document.
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The City’s Aspiration
The City is committed to supporting initiatives and projects that contribute to our aspiration for Perth
- Liveable, Sustainable and Prosperous. Through the provision of sponsorship and grants the City
supports others to make the city a great place for people to live, work and visit. We aim to facilitate
stakeholders to build a sense of vibrancy, celebrate and develop our diverse cultural experiences as
well as support economic growth to enable Perth to continue to compete on the word stage as one
of the great liveable cities.

Liveable

Sustainable

Prosperous

A community that is
safe, socially cohesive,
inclusive and activated.

A healthy environment,
with social and economic
systems in balance.

A successful, flourishing
and thriving City.

The Local Context
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The City of Perth is progressing
a city neighbourhood place
planning and engagement
framework, in which six
distinct city neighbourhoods
are defined. The city’s
neighbourhoods are Central
Perth, Northbridge, West Perth,
East Perth, Claisebrook and
Crawley-Nedlands.
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Each of these neighbourhoods
have distinct identities,
opportunities and challenges,
which this neighbourhood
approach will work towards
addressing. Grant applications
should identify where their
initiative aligns with, or is
presented within, one of Perth’s
distinct neighbourhoods.

Briggs. Tashi Hall

Major Events and
Festivals Sponsorship
Introduction
Major cultural events, sporting events, and
festivals attract visitors and tourists and raise
the profile of Perth as the events heart of
Western Australia.
Through the Major Events and Festivals
sponsorship program, the City supports
events which enhance Perth’s reputation as
an event friendly destination with a unique
cultural identity. Sponsorship is available for
organisations delivering large-scale events
of national and international significance. A
Major Event or Festival will generate significant

return on investment, economic impact and
visitation outcomes, benchmarked against
initiatives that have been previously supported
under the program. Events will also provide
significant sponsorship benefits in recognition
of City's support.
This year, the City will be favouring applications
that complement and build upon the City’s
Signature Events Plan 2021/2022. The City of
Perth has a vision for a portfolio of major events
which provide enriching experiences for all
throughout the year (2025 Events Strategy).
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Program Outcomes
VISITATION
Attract international and interstate visitation by offering
modern, creative and innovative experiences to enhance the
city’s reputation as the events capital of Western Australia.
Showcase Perth on a national and international platform,
driving visitation through significant main-stream media
coverage.

Liveable

VIBRANCY
Enliven the city with prestigious and significant events and
festivals, which create vibrant activity and connect people in
the community.
Attract high-profile personalities, partners, sponsors and media
organisations.

ENGAGING A DIVERSE COMMUNITY
Celebrate the diversity of Perth, it’s unique Aboriginal culture,
community and identity and demonstrate an inclusive and
accessible approach.
Support the City’s Signature Events Plan in delivering a yearround calendar of events that has broad appeal ensuring there
is something for everyone.
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Sustainable

SUSTAINABILITY
Support the City's vision of being a sustainable city by
advocating sustainable event and festival models that champion
environmental sustainability.

Prosperous

ECONOMIC GROWTH
Stimulate the local economy and provide opportunities for
local business engagement in the hospitality and retail sectors.
Champion the use of local businesses and suppliers.
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Eligibility Criteria
All applications for Major Events and Festivals
sponsorship with the City of Perth must
meet the following eligibility criteria. The
applicant must:
1.

be a legally constituted entity or individual
with an Australian Business Number (ABN)
or be under the auspice of an Australian
legal entity;

•

an applicant that has already applied for
City of Perth funding (including in-kind) for
the same project within the same financial
year and been refused; and

•

an applicant that conducts themselves
in a way considered to be injurious or
prejudicial to the character or interests of
the City of Perth.

The City of Perth will not consider applications
for the following projects or project expenses:
•

projects where the primary purpose is
political;

•

3. have submitted the application prior to the
project commencement date with sufficient
time to enable consideration by the City
and Council;

projects that denigrate or exclude parts of
the community or have an adverse effect
on public health, safety, the environment
or heritage; and projects that request
reimbursement of funds already spent;

•

4. offer a project or initiative within the City of
Perth local government area; and

projects that are for debt reduction or
operational deficits; and

•

project legal expenses.

2. have appropriate insurances and licences
where required, as outlined under the City’s
Activity Approvals or other relevant policies
and procedures;

5. demonstrate financial viability without
the City’s funding (an individual event or
project may not be viable without the City’s
support, however the organisation must be).
The City will not consider applications from:
•

the Commonwealth or State Government
Departments;

•

a political party;

•

an applicant that supports, promotes
or facilitates violence, intolerance or
discrimination;

•

an employee or elected members of the
City of Perth, or their immediate family;

•

an applicant that has outstanding debts to
the City of Perth;

•

an applicant who is in legal conflict with the
City of Perth;

•

an applicant that has failed to provide
satisfactory acquittal reporting for any
previous City of Perth funding;

•

an applicant that has already received City
of Perth funding (including in-kind) for the
same project within the same financial year;
or

The City of Perth will not support recurrent
operational funding, including, but not limited
to wages, salaries, or administrative overheads.
Further details on eligibility and requirements
can be found in the City’s Sponsorship Policy
at www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/council/reportsand-important-documents/policies.

Funding Levels
Available
Funding will be provided based on the scale,
impact and significance of the event. Please
discuss your proposed sponsorship request
with a Sponsorship Officer.
Funding requests may include cash or in-kind
support or a combination thereof. In-kind
support is for the use of the City’s facilities and
services. In-kind support will be considered
within the totality of funds provided and will be
awarded at the discretion of the City of Perth.
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Maximum Contribution

Economic Impact and Attendance
•

Event must demonstrate a proven track
record of attracting a large local, national
and international audience into the central
city and neighbourhoods or have the
capacity to do so;

•

Event must demonstrate significant direct
economic benefit to the city’s economy
(a comprehensive economic impact
assessment must be included as part of the
sponsorship application);

•

Event must proactively engage with city
businesses and traders to maximise visitor
spend within the city; and

•

Event should be preferably longer than one
day in duration, with events over multiple
days or weeks highly regarded.

The maximum contribution of sponsorship
provided by the City of Perth cannot exceed
60% of the total event or project budget.

Key Dates
The City of Perth will accept applications for
Major Events and Festivals Sponsorship at any
time throughout the year via an expression of
interest (EOI).
Applications must be submitted at least six
months prior to the commencement of the
activity.

Assessment Criteria
Applications will be assessed against the extent
to which the project can demonstrate strong
alignment with the following criteria:

Media Impact
•

Event must demonstrate a proven track
record or have the potential of attracting
significant mainstream media coverage; and

•

Demonstrated media coverage that drives
awareness of Perth as a destination, on a
local, national and international platform will
be assessed favourably under this criterion.

Essential Criteria
Prestige and Significance
•

•

•
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Event must demonstrate that it enhances
the city’s reputation, raises the profile of
Perth and positions it as a capital city that
is internationally recognisable, unique and
inviting;
Event must be large-scale with the ability
to position Perth on a national and/or
international stage; and
Event must demonstrate prestige and
significance, through the quality and
status of competitors/ performers/
artists, participants, sponsors, media
and involvement or endorsement from
international federations and organisations.

//
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Community Involvement
•

Event must demonstrate accessibility to a
broad demographic, celebrate the diversity
of Perth and demonstrate an inclusive
approach;

•

Event must demonstrate potential to involve
the local and larger communities in the
event or the surrounding support activities;

•

Event must offer the City’s residents and
visitors a unique or new experience that
complements the existing offering within
the city;

•

Event must activate the city with vibrant
activity, prioritising public spaces; and

•

Event should celebrate Aboriginal culture.

Environmental Sustainability
•

Event must demonstrate how
environmental and sustainable practices are
considered and integrated into the event;
such as:
» How does the event minimise negative
impacts on the environment, directly or
indirectly?
» To what extent does the event minimise
waste produced through using minimal
or no single-use/non-reusable items
in promotional material, catering,
decorations etc, or using biodegradable
and/or compostable alternatives?

COVID-19 Risk Mitigation
•

Event must have measures in place to
ensure the health and safety of attendees
and staff at the event; and

•

Event must have a contingency plan should
restrictions on large gatherings be enforced
at the time of the event.

Event Delivery
•

Applicant must have a demonstrated
capacity to manage all aspects of the event;

•

Event must have demonstrated financial
viability through evidence of significant
support from other government agencies,
business or community organisations
(applicants will need to demonstrate
confirmed or potential support from
other government agencies or corporate
sponsors); and

•

Application must offer a significant level of
sponsorship benefits to the City.

» To what extent does the event minimise
energy and water consumption and
consider offset, renewable or reuse
options where possible?
» To what extent does the event
encourage attendees to participate
in recycling, using active transport
alternatives and bringing reusable items
where appropriate?
Events Calendar Alignment
•

Events that complement or build upon the
City of Perth’s Signature Events Plan, and
events that offer a signature experience at
key activation periods throughout the year.

Briggs. Tashi Hall

Perth Festival Projections

General Information
How to Apply
You are required to discuss your application
with a City Sponsorship Officer prior to
submission to ensure you are applying in the
most suitable program.
Applications for grants and sponsorships must
be submitted through the City’s approved
online management portal, SmartyGrants. A link
to the application form will be provided once it
is determined that Major Events and Festivals is
the most suitable program.

Assessment Process
Applications will be assessed against the
assessment criteria outlined under the
relevant program.
Applications are assessed by a minimum
three-person assessment panel, which may
recommend full, part or no funding to the
City of Perth Council as the decision making
authority. The recommendation is carefully
considered with the view of maintaining the
integrity of the proposal.
Where applicable, applications will be assessed
in a competitive environment (funding round)
against other applications received in the
relevant program. The City of Perth regularly
receives more funding applications than the
available budget can accommodate. Therefore,
successful applications are those that best
satisfy the assessment criteria.

10
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The City of Perth reserves the right to request
further information in considering any application,
as well as the right to reject any application that
does not meet the eligibility criteria.
The City of Perth must comply with the Local
Government Act regarding making information
available to the public. An assessment of your
application will form part of the Council Report
which is made publicly available on the City of
Perth website and subject to potential Freedom
of Information (FOI) requests. Please make it
known to the Sponsorship Officer if information
provided in your application is commercially
sensitive to protect trade secrets, information
that has commercial value, or information
about the business, professional, commercial or
financial affairs of a person, so this information
can be treated as Commercial-in-Confidence..

Decisions and Notifications
Applications may be accepted or rejected or
part-funding approved, and the decision is
final and not subject to any further appeal.
Applications will be considered by Council.
Allow approximately 3 months to be notified of
a decision under this sponsorship program.

Funding Agreements
Successful applicants for Major Events and
Festivals Sponsorship must enter into a written
funding agreement with the City before any
funding is provided to the successful applicant.

MAN-BO. Rebecca Stone

Funding Term

Acquittal Process

Major Events and Festivals Sponsorship
will have a one-year term unless
approved by Council where they can
have a maximum three-year term, at the
discretion of the City and dependent on
the quality of the application, satisfaction
of assessment criteria and the strategic
outcomes likely to be achieved.

Successful applicants will be required
to submit an acquittal report through
SmartyGrants within one month of project
or initiative completion. All sponsorships
must be acquitted prior to being paid on
a subsequent successful application for
funding. Acquittal reports will be considered
as part of future funding applications.
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Sustainability
The City of Perth aspires to be a city that respects, protects and fosters its natural environment,
embraces the principles of sustainability and acknowledges the impacts of our changing climate.
Applicants are encouraged to integrate sustainability considerations into their event. Below are some
examples of environmental sustainable considerations. This list is not exhaustive.
Applicants are encouraged to consider submitting a Waste Management Plan or Sustainability Plan
as part of their application.

MINIMISE
WASTE
PRODUCTION

C O N S I D E R AT I O N

RESOURCE

WASTE REDUCTION/AVOIDANCE STRATEGIES
Examples:
• Reusable decorations (i.e., no balloons,
confetti, plastic table covers)
• Water bottle refill stations
• Wash stations (to discourage the use of
disposable cutlery, drink ware and plates)

WASTE REUSE STRATEGIES
Examples:
• Donate left over edible food to Food
Rescue or OzHarvest
• Donate leftover items to charity, REmida
• Reuse decorations, infrastructure and other
items at other events
WASTE RECYCLING STRATEGIES
Examples:
• Include organic waste recycling to keep
organic waste and compostable cutlery out of
landfill
• Compostable packaging
• Clear signage at bin stations
• Adequate emptying of recycling bins
• Use of Containers for Change program

12
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The City’s Waste
Management
Guidelines for Events
can be found here.

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
The City celebrates and values the strength of
our diverse community, and champions equity
to ensure everyone can participate equally. We
aim to create meaningful inclusion that fosters a
sense of belonging.

Applicants are encouraged to integrate the
below considerations into their projects and
consider submitting a Diversity and Inclusion
Plan as part of their application.

C O N S I D E R AT I O N

EQUITY

FAIR AND EQUAL ACCESS

An equitable event or
project is one where it is
developed and delivered
based on understanding
the different needs of
groups in the community
– particularly those who
experience discrimination or
disadvantage.

Examples:

DIVERSITY

EMBRACE AND CELEBRATE
DIVERSITY

A diverse event or project
is one that recognises,
understands, respects
and celebrates the
individual differences of
the community and these
differences are reflected in
the event or project.

• Wheelchair accessibility measures
• AUSLAN Interpretation
• Audio description

Examples:
• Acknowledgement of Traditional
Ownership
• Welcome to Country for
larger events
• Partner with and facilitate
community organisations to codeliver programs and initiatives

INCLUSION

EVERYONE CAN PARTICIPATE

A socially inclusive event or
project is one where staff
and the community feel
their diverse experiences are
valued, their voices are heard
and that they belong.

Examples:

RESOURCE

The City’s Disability
Access and Inclusion
Plan is available here.
Refer to the Disability
Services Commission
“Creating Accessible
Events” Checklist
available here.

Should you wish to
engage an appropriate
Traditional Owner to
conduct a Welcome to
Country at your event,
please contact the South
West Aboriginal Land and
Sea Council (SWALSC) on:
Phone: (08) 9358 7400
Email: reception1@
noongar.org.au

The City’s LGBTQIA+
Plan is available here.

• An LGBTQIA+ inclusive event
is welcoming to people of
all genders, sexes and sexual
orientations.
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A Sinsuality 6 on the Beach. Sean Breadsell

Lobbying of Elected Members
and Administrative Staff
Applicants may not lobby, or seek to influence
the decision-making of Elected Members and
administrative staff, in relation to their submitted
funding applications. If, during the period
between submitting a funding application and
a determination by the City’s Administration or
Council, an applicant seeks to lobby any Elected

14
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Member of the City of Perth or administrative
staff, or attempts to provide additional
information, either directly or indirectly, on any
matter relating to the funding application to an
Elected Member, the person/organisation will
be disqualified and the sponsorship application
excluded from being considered for approval.

Frequently Asked Questions
1 Can I assume my project will be funded if it
has been funded in previous years?

5.	Are the details of my application
confidential?

The City is committed to ensuring the
assessment process is fair and equitable.
Recurring annual funding is not guaranteed.
The City recommends you also seek additional
funding from other sources. Additional funding
sources will strengthen your application.

No. The City must comply with the Local
Government Act and other relevant
legislation in regard to making information
available to the general public. An assessment
of your application will form part of the
decision recommendation report which and
is subject to potential Freedom of Information
(FOI) requests. Successful applicants may
be listed on the City’s website. Please make
it known to the Sponsorship Officer if
information provided in your application is
commercially sensitive so as to protect trade
secrets, information that has commercial
value, or information about the business,
professional, commercial or financial affairs
of a person, so this information can be
treated as Commercial-in-Confidence.

2. How many times can I apply?
Applicants may apply for sponsorship for several
projects however each project may only receive
sponsorship once in each financial year.
3.	I want to use a City owned venue. Is this
included in my sponsorship?
Organisers are reminded that use of the City’s
banners, streets, malls, buildings, laneways
and reserves is subject to separate application
and approval. Visit www.perth.wa.gov.au/en/
live and- work/hire-and-bookings for more
information. Organisers are responsible for
securing all appropriate permits and bookings.
Fees and charges for these services may be
provided in-kind by the City, subject to the
outcome of a sponsorship application (see
FAQ #4).

6.	How will I know if my application
is successful?
For Major Events and Festivals Sponsorship
a City Officer will contact you in writing
approximately 3 months after the closing
date to advise you on the outcome of your
application.

4.	I’d like to apply for in-kind support.
Is this possible?

7.	How long does it take to receive funding
after my project is approved?

Applicants can request in-kind support for
City’s fees and charges associated with
their project. This is to be included in the
overall sponsorship requested amount for
consideration by and at the discretion of the
City. Please contact a City Sponsorship Officer
to discuss available in-kind support.

The payment policy for the City is 30 days
from the end of the month in which the
invoice is received. Payment of funding will
be made on achievement of milestones
linked to project deliverables.
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Contact Us
Sponsorship Team
T: (08) 9461 3333
E: sponsorship@cityofperth.wa.gov.au
W: perth.wa.gov.au/grants

perth.wa.gov.au

This document is available in other
formats or languages on request.

21-352. 11/2021

